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NATIONAL PETITION FOR A 
WORLD PEACE 
CONFERENCE 


Mis than a hundred prominent men and women representing 


Pablie Affairs 
COMMENTARY 


LABOUR PARTY MANIFESTO 


THE manifesto issued by the Labour 

® Party on Friday last makes it clear 
that the party has ceased to be, except in 
the most formal way, a national opposition. 

It is indeed a pitiable document. From 
it emerges no single principle which dif- 
ferentiates Labour policy from that of the 
Government. It urges and presses the 
policy of national militarization and it 
gives support in the vaguest terms to the 
policy of appeasement. 

Labour now declares that “ British democracy 
must be made strong, well organized, and self- 
reliant.” To save peace, “a government the 
nation can trust .. must first make Britain 
strong for democracy. .. Air raid precautions 
must be regarded as of cquat importance with 
the other three Defence, Departments. ... A 
Ministry of Defence must be created to coordin- 
ate our Defence Services and a Ministry of Supply 
to ensure the prompt and orderly supply of their 
requirements . ae 

It seems almost impossible to associate 
these declarations with a party which only 
five years ago passed at its party confer- 
ence unanimously, and with the enthusi- 
astic support of its national executive, a 
resolution which “viewed with the most 
grave disquiet the steady drift of the inter- 
national situation toward war...” and 
urged the Labour movement to “launch 
vigorous propaganda to counter in advance 
those tendencies in the present social 
system which pre-dispose large sections of 
the population to respond readily to a war 
appeal.” 

It then stressed the appalling -ature 
of modern methods of warfare and tie 
growth of fascism and its relation to war. 
The conference then resolved: To take 
no part in war and to resist it with the 
whole force of the Labour movement 
and to seek consultation forthwith .... 
with a view to deciding and announcing 
to the country what steps, including a 
general strike, are to be taken to 
organize the opposition of the organized 
working class movement in the event of 
war or threat of war. 

Arthur Henderson welcomed this resolu- 
tion and he said: 

It is a formal break with the old traditions, 
with their blind loyalties that have made the 
workers the victims of war. This new spivit, 
their willingness to dare and risk all things in 
the cause of peace is the beginning of wisdom 


and the best guarantee of victory in the battle 
for a secure peace. 


There we had the true voice of common 
humanity and the tones of a true opposi- 
tion. Today that voice is stifled in the 
ranks of the party or is heard now out- 
side the regimentation of party politics. 


LABOUR AND APPEASEMENT 


"THE Labour declaration of last week 


declared that 
instead of seeking to give a bricf respite for 
feverish réarmament by making further con- 
cessions to aggressive militarism, Britain must 
be prepared now to enter into discussion with 
nations, whatever be their systems of govern- 
ment, for the removal of genuine grievances. 


It is a pity that not more space than this 
was given to this important aspect of the 
peace problem in the long manifesto. 
What does Labour mean by “the removal 
of genuine greivances’? In what way 
does Labour disagree with, say Cham- 
berlain’s policy of appeasement? 

In a recent report Labour made it clear 
that it stood for “ Uncompromizing opposi- 
tion to any agreement with either faccist 
Italy or Nazi Germany on the basis indi- 
cated by the Prime Minister.” 

In a recent leaflet issued for mass dis- 
tribution Labour demanded “No more con- 
cessions to the fascist dictators!. No more 
retreats before fascist aggression! No more 
sacrifices to fascist blackmail! No more 
surrender to fascist bullying!” If this is 
still Labour’s policy, how is the most re- 
(Continued on back page) 


all sections of the public life of the country are the first signa- 


tories of a petition, open for 
new world peace conference. 


nation-wide signature, calling for a 


The petition, which is under the direction of the National Peace 
Council, with the cooperation of the Peace Pledge Union, reflects the 


conviction of the peace movement 


that a more determined approach to 


a general peace settlement is essential if the Munich agreement is to 
represent more than a temporary respite from war. 


Addressed to the British Government, it 
declares that 

permanent peace cannot be secured by com- 
petitive armaments, throug. sacrifices imposed 
upon small nations, or by exclusive arrange- 
ments between groups of major Powers, but 
only through a more fundamental and general 
settlement. 

The petition goes on to call for a new 
peace conference open to all nations and 
directed toward remedying the economic 
and political conditions likely to lead to 
war and urges the British Government to 
enlist the cooperation .f the United States 
in bringing the negotiations into being 
after adequate preparation has been made. 


LARGE-SCALE SUPPORT 

Prominent signatories to the petition in- 
clude: 
the Dean of Gloucester, Mr. H. H. Elvin, Miss 
Gwen Ffrangcon-Davies, Mr. Robe-t Donat, Sir 
Philip Gibbs, Dr. G. P. wooch, Sir Richard 
Gregory, Dr. Inge, Dr. Scott Lidgett, Mr. P. H. 
B. Lyon (headmaster of Rugby), Sir Charles 
Mander, Lord Marley, Mr. .\. A. Milne, Canon 
C. E. Raven, Mr. Bernard Shaw, Lord Snell, Lord 
Strabolgi, Dame Sybil Thorndike, Rev. Leslie 
Weatherhead, Mr. H. G. Wells, the Bishop of 
Chelmsford, Mr. George Lansbury, Major G. 
Lloyd George. and Miss Vera Brittain. 

Other national organizations cooperating 
with the petition include the forty national 
societies affiliated to tne National Peace 
Council, and the promoters are confident 
of large-scale additional support -from im- 
portant religious, peace, trade union, and 
Cooperative organizations. 

It is intended that work on the petition 
shall be carried through intensively so 
that an immediate contribution may be 
made to the development of public 
opinion and public policy in the critical 
weeks ahead. 

It is expecteu that the petition will be 
a prominent feature of the hundreds of 
public meetings to be held in all parts of 
the country during the Armistice period. 

Petition forms, leaflets, posters, &c., can 
be obtained ‘rom the National Peace Coun- 
cil, 39 Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. The 
Peace Pledge Union will shortly be circu- 
larizing all its groups with full information, 
petition forms, and suggestions. 

Meanwhile, local organizations should, 
among other things, 

Urge all their members to collect signatures 
and to display posters for this purpose. 

Cooperate with other societies in a door-to- 
door canvass to secure signatures, taking the 
initiative in bringing organizations together for 
this purpose if there is no local coordinating 
body in existence. 

Devote a special meeting to the consideration 
of ways and means of supporting the petition. 

Make arrangements for the collection of signa- 
tures and the distribution of forms at all 
ordinary meetings. 

Secure the publication of the petition in local 
newspapers with a covering letter urging sup- 
port, signed by representative local leaders. 

In all cases ask those who sign the petition 
to write personal letters at once to the local 
member of: Parliament, pressing the policy of 


the petition and urging him to persuade the 
Government to act in this sense. 


Make a donation—larg — 
heavy costs of the campaigue ais toward athe 


The following list of publications bearing | 


Counting the 


Profits 


Point is lent to the policy of pre- 
venting war by meeting economic 
needs by the fact that Japan is now 
counting the profits of the war in 
terms of economic requirements. 
Says Nichi Nichi: 

The wool output of Manchukuo and 


North China could easily be increased to 
meet Japan’s requirements. 


It also takes a hopeful view of 
China’s oil supplies 


on the dema.d for a world conference may 
prove useful : 

Why Were They Proud? Pacifist Research 
Bureau, 51 Ruskin Walk, Herne Hill, S.E.24. 1s. 

The War—As Before? George Glasgow. PPU, 
96 Regent Street, W.1. 2d. 

War Mongers. Clive Bell, PPU. 

Skeleton of the Empire. 
66 Chandos Street, W.C.2. 

Peace Through Economic Cooperation. George 
Lansbury. 2d. Embassies of Reconciliation, 
16 Victoria Street, S.W.1. 

The Economic Approach to Peace. Percy 
Bartlett. 2d. Embassies of Reconciliation. 

Key Passages of the Report Presented by 
M. Van Zeeland. Peace Book Company, 4 Adam 
Street, W.C.2. 3d 

Also the following -leaflets: 

Peace in Our Time. PPU. 
per 100. 

The Present Situation, 

The Issue. PPU. 
3s. per 1,000 


2d. 


3s. per 1,000; 6d. 


PPU, 3s. per 1,000. 
(Welsh National Council). 


IMPROVING THE LEAGUE 


On November 23 a motion will come 
before the House of Lords.in the name of 
Lord Ponsonby. asking the .Governmen 
whether it will : 

.make immediate preparation for close inter- 
national consultation on the underlying causes 
of complaint and friction between the nations 
of the world; and with this in view whether 
it will consider and initiate proposals for the 
amendment of the Covenant so that the League 
of Nations may be absolved from any of its 

Present political and military obligations and 

be established as an all-inclusive permanent 

body for examining, deliberating on, and, if 

Possible, resolving economic, commercial, cur- 

rency, tariff and colonial problems which, if 

neglected, may continue to be the causes of 
international conflict. 


Another proposal for the. improvement of 
the League was put forward by Mr. A. T. 
Lennox-Boyd. Speaking at Blackpool, 
he said the International Labour Office, 
if preserved and strengthened as it 
could be, might become the nucleus of 
a new League in the future. 

In a statement expressing “ profound 
thankfulness. that Europearr war was 
averted in the recent crisis” the executive 
committee of the Social Welfare Depart- 
ment of the Methodist Church of Great 
Britain asks. that adequate preparations 


should: be taken in hand without delay for 
the assembly of a world peace conference. 


Fact No. 3. 6d. Fact, 7 


Editor’s Point of View 


WHAT DO YE 
MORE THAN 
OTHERS ? 


By HUMPHREY S. MOORE 


A MESSAGE to the nation from the 

leaders of the Church is what many 
of us have been looking and hoping for, 
particularly during and since the darkest 
days of the crisis. 

Yet it was by no means with a sense of 
relief or of thankfulness that the mes- 
sage issued by a group of representative 
clergy, led by the Archbishops, was read in 
the press on Monday. 

It has filled with sorrow those who have 
contemplated recent events with growing 
dread. It has brought a feeling of hope- 
lessness to those who have been hoping 
against hope for a message of cheer. It 
has made those who had thought that the 
world’s extremity was God’s opportunity 
almost despair even of that. 

Two immediate opinions expressed to 
me quite independently agreed in discrib- 
ing the statement as two-faced. It seems 
to be rather more than that. 

In fact, the whole tragedy of it is that 
it seems to have been drawn up, not with 

a view to giving a plain, unequivocal 

message which should encourage the 

faint-hearted and shame the powers of 
darkness, but with a view to pleasing 
everybody at once. 

Yet the signatories have not even suc- 
ceeded in doing that! 

* 
IT is profoundly true, as they say, that we 
are only moving on tne surface of recent 
events “unless we see beneath them the 
ultimate cause of the evils which brought 
Europe to the brink of war. It is manifold 
and widespread disobedience to the will of 
God.” 
The statement adds, quite logically: 
There can be no honest return to God with- 
out deep repentance for the past. With re- 


pentance there must be a resolve to seek a new 
way of life in the future. 


But, as subsequent passages show, if the 
message indicates any repentance, it is cer- 
tainly not a deep repentance, if only be- 
cause the resolve that goes with it is to 
seek a new way of life while persisting in 
the old. 

* 


WHETHER the result of trying to please 

everybody, or whether just because 
the signatories really are muddle-headed, 
their statement certainly is suggestive of 
very muddled thinking. What, for example, 
does their next sentence mean?— 

It is not enough to be thankful for deliver- 
ance from danger, not enough to prepare 
against its return. 

Is preparing against a return of .the 
danger from which we have been de!l:vered 
supposed to be a reference to the country’s 
rearmament activity, which was furiously 
renewed the moment we found we had 
escaped from war? 


Their following sentence, suggesting that 
what more is needed is to “reassert 
Christian standards in the life of 
nations,” leaves an uneasy feeling that 
that is what is meant. In which case it 
would be easy to understand that that 
could not be “enough” for a Christian. 
But if that is the meaning, and the im- 

plication is that, though “not enough,” re- 
armament is part of the world’s need, what 
becomes of their own profoundly wise 
analysis of the crisis—that it was caused 
by disobedience to God’s will, which cause 
can only be removed by deep repentance 
coupled with a new -way of life (a very 


2 


different preparation against a return to 
crisis from that being forced on the 
country)? 

Is there something more we must—or, 
rather, can—do than that? 


* 


"E‘HE Archbishops and the other Church 

leaders then “indicate three special 
ways in which this task "—i.e., the reasser- 
tion of Christian standards in the life of 
nations—“ may be fulfilled.” 

With what eagerness must people long- 
ing for nothing more than to know just 
how the world might be established on the 
principles of the Prince of Peace must 
have read on! But it is just here that 
many of them—if not all—must have felt 
the bitterest pangs of their disappointment. 

For the three points tell them nothing, 
literally nothing, that they have not 
heard ad rauseam from virtually all 
their secular, and particularly their 
political, leaders. 

If those leaders have failed to bring 
us by those principles into the path of 
peace, although they claim to be not 
merely telling us how to do it, but to be 
doing it, how can we be cheerful about 
eur Church leaders’ repetition of the 
same formulz? 

And, by the same token, is it surprising 
(however wrong by pure Christian stan- 
dards) if those of us who are not in the 
happy position of being able to bear the 
worst disappointments with Christian for- 
titude give way to expression of the utmost 
bitterness, not to say scorn? 


* 


y YHAT exactly are the Church leaders’ 
three points? They all state, re- 
member, what is the Christian duty. 
Firstly, it is that “in the settlement of 
international disputes the method of 
reason, conference, and conciliation must 
be substituted for the method of violence.” 
Is there a political party (least of all the 
Government party) that does not say ex- 
actly the same of its own policy? Indeed, 
the National Government can_ point to 
something at least very like that in its 
actual deeds 
And have not Government spokesmen— 
and everyone else who advocates arms for 
defence—alwuys used practically the same 
words as we find in this message to the 
nation about “the faithless pessimism 
which asserts that war is inevitable.” 

And if anyone has ever dared to say 
publicly that “a war now may be neces- 
sary to prevent another war in an un- 
known future,” it certainly hasn’t been 
these who have brought us to our present 
state. Even the Opposition (admittedly 
naively) claim that the policy of * collec- 
tive security ” would, if pursued as they 
would like, not mean war now or ever. 
And so on. “Agreements between single 

nations .. . widening until it may include 
all nations”; “good neighbours”; even 
professions of readiness to make “ sacri- 
fices,” while unspecified, have found their 
way into the political speeches which have 
described and justified the so-called “ prac- 
tical politics ” which has (not only in this 
country either) brought us to the brink of 
disaster. 


* 


THE second point is virtually the same as 
the first—‘‘ Christian duty forbids us to 
acquiesce in a mere policy of rearmament.” 
The only real difference is that it is more 
clumsily (one is tempted to use the word 
“stupidly”) put. It also shows more 
plainly that our Christian leaders have no 
more to cay either than our secular leaders 
or indeed than anyone outside a lunatic 
asylum. 

Does anybody acquiesce in a mere policy 
of rearmament? Is that supposed to be a 
clarion call to a doubting nation? 

But it is more than a case of “ what do 
ye more than others?” It is another ex- 
ample of what, in the most polite terms, 
can only be called muddled thinking. 

For the message says that “such re- 
armament may be necessary in 
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* PEACE NEWS 


P.P.U. Remembers 
lts Founder 


Morpay, the first anniversary of 

the death of Dick Sheppard— 

“the gayest, the bravest, the most 

sacrificial soul I ever met,” Dr. A. 

Herbert Gray called him—was_ ob- 

served by a memorial concert in the 

Queen’s Hall, London, arranged by the 

Peace Pledge Union, of which he was 

founder. 

In his introductory address Dr. Herbert 
Gray said that two supreme passions ex- 
plained Dick Sheppard’s life and _ per- 
petually inspired it. 

“Firstly, he was wholly devoted to Jesus 
Christ, whose slave he was. If the ground 
of his passionate pacifism is asked for, it 
lay in this: that it was to him quite clear 
that in attempting to kill anybody he 
would at once lose touch with Christ, and 
that seemed to him the final disaster. 

“The other passion of his life was sin- 
cere, wholehearted love of people.” 

After recalling Dick Sheppard’s genius 
as a man of action and a leader of men, 
Dr. Gray continued: “In the end, all the 
force of his mind, all the power of his 
spirit, and all the passion of his heart were 
combined in an immense effort to kill war. 

“He saw it as the supreme enemy of 
the race—the monster that stands be- 
tween us and all progressive life. And 
he saw it could only be killed by re- 
nouncing it. And so, though I believe he 
knew he was a dying man, he gathered 
himself together for the supreme, heroic 
effort of his life, and poured out his life 
to make the Peace Pledge Union a great 
war-killing power. 

“We can build this memorial to him, and 
make our Union every day more truly a 
war-killing power.” 

Probably the most appropriate of the pieces 
played by the London Symphony Orchestra, con- 
ducted by Basil Cameron, was Beethoven’s 
Symphony No. 3 in E Flat (The Eroica). It was 
originally dedicated to Napoleon, but Becthoven 
afterwards changed this and it now stands “ To 
the Memory of a Great Man.” 

The programme also included the Prelude to 
Wagner's Lohengrin; Madrigali, by Monteverdi, 
arranged by Malipiero; and Stravinsky's Ballet, 
Jeu de Cartes. 


The hall was full, and the collection totalled 
£154 Os. 3d. 


* * * 


The Dick Sheppard Club was opened by Canon 
C. E. Raven at the King’s Weigh House Church on 
Sunday morning. 


(Continued from col. 1) 

the Christian will have the courage to 
say plainly (although in truth it’s not a 
Christian but a common-sense argu- 
ment!) that what is “insane,” what is 
“jntolerable,” what “will lower the 
whole standard of human life,” what 
“will prove to be itself an abiding 
menace to security and peace” cannot 
also be “ necessary.” 


* 

THE third duty is indeed a Christian 

duty—‘“ to bring help to the multi- 
tudes of men, women, and children who, 
by reason of race or conscience or religion, 
are bereft of home and hope ”—and it is 
another of the few encouraging things 
about the message that it adds: “There 
are multitudes at our own door who are 
in like need,” and particularly that it 
pleads for national service to deal with that 
first. 

And yet, again, there is still nothing that 
we have not learnt from the lips of our 
political masters. No doubt that is some- 
thing to be thankful for in another sense— 
that the politicians should be Christian to 
that extent! 

But though here too their words have 
even been backed up by deeds, these are 
so utterly inadequate as to detract but 
little from the general failure to bring 
peace by the ways which they loudly claim 
to be the ways of peace and which the 
Church leaders now endorse as such. 

It is that endorsement that is the tragedy 
of the message. It is because the signa- 


this tories “call their fellow countrymen” 
country” “In the present condition of the! to 


“such tasks,” when their fellow 


world” (my amazed italics!). Again they! countrymen are so bewildered at hearing 
have forgotten their own (and almost only| the same call so often without seeing any 
really encouraging) words about the cause good result from their ancwer and because 
of the present condition of the world and they instinctively, rather than consciously, 


the only way to remove that cause. 


know there must be “a more excellent 


Thus they themselves snuff out (not, of way,” that the message is no message of 
course, deliberately, but none the less hope at all. 


effectively) the “new light of hope ” which 


| 


But, as the final appeal of the message 


they perceive “in the recent revelation of itself indicates, there remains “individual 


the deep longing for peace even in coun- faith and witness.” 


Here at least there 


tries which have been most fully organized really is hope. 


for war.” Yet they presume to talk to 


j 
' 


There is a growing body of Christian 


statesmen of the “responsibility” which opinion which sees that the Christian way 


that revelation laid upon them! 


is not partly, but wholly in substituting 


Nor are the Church leaders different the method of “reason, conference, and 
from the State’s leaders in recognizing the conciliatton” (and they would insert the 
arms race as “insane.” It is true they only word “Jove” so conspicuous by its ab- 


Say Yrearmament 


“may be necessary,” sence from their leaders’ statement) for 


while the State’s leaders say it is. Let us the method of violence. May their witness 


bo thankful for small mercies. 


encourage the multitudes, and in turn be 


But surely we are entitled to hope that encouraged by the prayers of the people. 


November 5. 1938 


SECRET OF SUCCESSFUL 
COMMUNITY (“Peace & Plenty” 


Need for a 


Sound Basis 


From Our Own Correspondent 


A WINTER study course on community 

was opened in the Dick Sheppard 
Centre, Bayswater, recently with an 
address on “The Spiritual Basis of the 
Communal Group,” by the warden of 
Kingsley Hall. 


He showed that in large measure the 
responsibility for world conditions today 
traced back to the self-centred lives we as 
individuals in all countries were leading. 
Hence the urgent need of community to 
resolve our crisis—but it must be commu- 
nity with a sound basis, otherwise it would 
solve no crises: it would only create new 
ones. 


To the lack of such a baSis could be 
traced the high mortality of past experi- 
ments in community. 

Without love, he said. groups and institu- 
tions came to grief. That also was why 
community could not be “organized”; it 
had to grow as naturally as a plant out of 
the mutual care of its members for one 
another and their mutual urge for sharing 
and serving. 

Right at the outset they had to be clear 
that community was a relationship and not 
an organization, just as Christianity was a 
relationship and not an ethic. 

There were many conceptions of God and 
one simple definition: “God is Love.” 
There were many conceptions also of sin, 
but essentially sin was anything that broke 
down the relationship of love: its fellow- 
ship, its “community.” 

The churches had made a mistake in 
stressing only one half of the Mosaic 
commandment—the love of God—and 
forgetting the other—the love of one’s 
neighbour as oneself. 

But, he said, community itself could 
make the mistake of stressing one half of 
the commandment only: it could try to 
love its neighbour without loving God. Its 
love could become turned in on itseli. 
Instead of discovering in a common love 
and a common worship the universal 
brotherhood, it might fall into the idolatry 
of worshipping the idea of community and 
living for itself alone. 

Living for community instead of living 
through community for God developed 
very readily a sort of spiritual fascism— 
the familiar blight of all religious and 
social movements from which the vitaliz- 
ing spirit had gone. 

Community as aé_= reaction against 
sectarian formalism and political insin- 
cerity was not enough: no merely negative 
motion could ever stand the test of 
practice. 

The speaker pleaded that they should 
take time, and plenty of time, to think out 
just what was meant by community and 
how they were going to arrive at it 

The next community meeting at the 
.Centre will be on November 23, when 
"Professor J. W. Scott will speak on “The 
Economic Basis of Community.’ 


e e 
Petition 
e 
To King 
LIEADED by the Mayor of Coventry 
4% (Alderman Miss Alice Arnold) a depu- 
tation of several hundred march@@ from 
Euston to the Home Office, Whitehal!, last 
Saturday, to present a petition to the King 
asking for a judicial inquiry into the causes 
of poverty and war. The petition had been 
signed by 60,000 Coventry citizens. 

After visiting the Home Office the Mayor 
addressed a meeting at the Horse Guards, 
when she said that she and her fellow- 
citizens in Coventry had been moved by 
the poverty and warlike spirit of the times 
to wonder why the common people, who 
wanted peace and food, should not have 
both in a world bursting with the means of 
providing plenty for all. 


THE OBJECTS 

Among the objects of the petition were 
the provision of security, liberty and oppor- 
tunity for all men and women to enrich the 
State by the development of their 
personalities and their spiritual and intel- 
lectual attributes; to ensure that Christian 
facts and human need should receive the 
first consideration of their legislators. 

It adds that the money made available for 
purpose of war could also be made available 
to finance the production of goods and services 
and their constant distribution among the 
people to provide for the spiritual and 
material well-being of all. 

Anyone in agreement with these objects 
is invited to join this campaign for new, 
Christian Social Order. All inquiries 
should be addressed to the director of the 
United Empire Petition, 125 Paynes Lane, 
Coventry. 


‘“SONLY HOPE FOR 
EUROPE”’ 


“The only hope for a new Europe and a 
new world is to reverse the modern wide- 
spread repudiation of Christian principles 
and Christian ethics, and rediscover a 
moral basis for all international relation- 
ships—the basis of trust, understanding, 
and good will.” 

So said the Bishop of Lichfield (Dr. 
Woods) in his presidential address to the 
diocesan conference in Wolverhampton, 
when referring to the recent crisis. 


MAKING PREPARATIONS 

According to the October issue of the 
Pax Bulletin much work was done by 
“Pax” under the threat of catastrophe. 

A circular has been sent out to every 
Roman Catholic pastor in this country. The 
circular has also been adopted by the 
Anglican Pacifist Fellowship and by many 
individual clergymen of the Church of 
England. 

Tf the worst had come to the worst, 
arrangements had been made for the imme- 
diate distribution to every member of an 
affirmation of the “ Pax” position, informa- 
tion about grounds upon which direct war 
service could be refused, and a notification 
of how advice and help about specific diffi- 
culties could be obtained from clergy and 
others. 


Best Way To Help Czechs 


HE bitterness in Czechoslovakia against 
Britain is such that an English pacifist 
who volunteered to go to that country to 
help in the relief of distress has been told 
that public opinion there makes this 
impossible. 


Nevertheless, the letter from Prague 
which told the would-be helper of this 
state of affairs, told also how practical help 
can be given in a more easily accepted 
form than personal help. 


Here is the letter: 

We very much appreciate your kind offer 
to come and help here and we have consulted 
several people as to the shape this help might 
take. 


Just for the moment we do not see a way in 
which someone who does not know conditions 
here from experience could give practical help; 
there were different plans a fortnight ago, but 
they cannot be realized now. 


Besides, feeling here is still very bitter 
against the people of your country, and it is 
probable that the presence of foreigners in any 
practical piece of help would discredit it in the 
eyes of public opinion and possibly harm the 
work. 

Even working au pair, were it allowed, would 
be looked upon as taking the place of a Czech, 
because many people here are glad when they 
can work only to have food and lodging. 

I am really very sorry to have to disappoint 
you by writing in.this way. Should conditions 


change [ shall be only too glad to write you 
again and tell you what might be done. 


For the moment the best help you can give 
can be done from abroad; get many people 
there to offer free hospitality—for some time, 
till they can get into countries where they can 
settle down and work—to some of the many 
refugees who have to leave the country soon. 
Work at public opinion for the opening of 
colonies and other countries toe them and help 
to collect money for their journey and a new 
beginning, as they are not allowed {to take any 
money out of the country. 


There are also two funds through which help 
can be given. Mr. H. Runham Brown, War Re- 
sisters’ International, 11 Abbey Road, Enfield, 
Middlesex, will welcome contributions to a fund 
to enable a number of Czech refugee children to 
be maintained in a home in the country outside 
Prague, while pacifists can also help to alleviate 
distress by contributing to a pacifist fund for re- 
lief opened by the Spensors of the Peace Pledge 
Union, 96 Regent Street, London, W.1, marking 
envelopes, “PPU Czech Fund.” 
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OSLO, Norway. 


ARK as the future of Europe seems to be as a result of the latest 


crisis, there is still one positive bright spot .. . the strong reluc- 


tance to go to war which appeared in all countries.” 


So declared 


Finn Moe, the foreign affairs commentator, recently in the Arbeider- 
bladet, the chief paper of the Norweigan Labour Party. 


After declaring that this feeling against 
war showed itself in Holland, Belgium, 
Britain. and even in Germany, and was 
strong in the French Labour movement, 
Finn Moe declared that “ this will for peace 
is certainly a positive factor in comparison 
with the war enthusiasm which caught 
everybody in 1914.” 


THE ALTERNATIVE: WORLD 
CONFERENCE 


But he pointed out, although the world 
wills peace. “ we have instead a new arma- 
ment race which will lead countries to the 
point of economic ruin and, sooner or later, 
will lead after all to a catastrophe. 


“The only alternative to this devctop- 
ment is an _ international conference 
where a solution will be sought to the 
problems which... at any time may 
create new crises. 


“More than ever it is urgent to seek to 
remove the causes of war. 


SMALL POWERS’ 
ONLY HOPE 


“An international conference which can 
create a better foundation for the life of 
Europe than the Versailles Treaty is also 
the only hope for the small Powers. 


“The Danish Foreign Minister stated 
recently that the small Powers cannot 
obtain security either through the League 
of Nations, through alliances, or through 
armaments. This is probably true. The 
peace and the independence of the small 
Powers can only be secured within the 
framevork of a European arrangement. 

“An international conference with 
Roosevelt as mediator can probably create 
it 


Rotarians Seek 
The Way to 


Understanding 


From a Correspondent. 


Some 1,500 delegates from 29 countries 
attended the fourth regional conference for 
Europe, Africa, and Asia Minor, held by 
Rotary International in Stockholm re- 
cently for the promotion of international 
cooperation. 


Mr. O. Hedegaard, general manager of a 
Copenhagen bank, urged Rotarians to try 
gradually to get the responsible men in 
their countries to look upon conditions in 
other countries with the right under- 
standing. 


“But that can only be accomplished,” 
he continued, “if each of us realizes that 
if faith and confidence in others are again 
to be created in mankind, then we must 
ourselves meet others in good faith and 
with the will to make our information 
{of other countries] as correct and ex- 
haustive as possible.” 


The American President of Rotary Inter- 
national, Mr. George C. Hager, declared: 
“What we most lack today is a world-wide 
cooperation and a willingness to use the 
machinery of action which is at our dis- 
posal. When adjustments are made in 
economic conditions, many barriers are 
removed from the pathway of peace and 


Prosperity and the accompanying task of|” 


building up a positive feeling of friendly 
cooperation among the peoples of the 
world is much better.” 


SERVICE FOR 
PEACE — 


AMID WAR 
Aid for Children 


HE work of the International Voluntary 
Service for Peace amid the war in 
Spain is described in a communication 
from Pierre Ceresole, its founder, quoted by 
C. F. Andrews in Mr. Gandhi’s weekly, 
Harijan. (The IVSP was started as a con- 
structive pacifist alternative to military 
training.) 

“For more than two years now the war 
has been raging in Spain, and day by day 
the number of refugees is increasing,” 
writes Pierre Cérésole. “The need for 
food, clothing, and soap has become ever 
more intense, and now thousands of refu- 
gees are living in the most terrible condi- 
tions of want and starvation. 

“ Mr. de Lilliehook, the representative of 
the International Commission for the 
assistance of Child Refugees in Spain, esti- 
mates that 400,000 children are urgently in 
need. The international commission, of 
which the representative in Southern Spain 
is our international secretary, Rudolfo 
Olgiati, is feeding about 12,000 children. 


MILK FOR 
CHILDREN 


“The International Service (IVSP) has 
been helping with the means at his disposal 
to relieve a small number of these starving 
children.” 

After describing the scheme where- 
by people in Britain bought tins of 
milk for Spain, Pierre Cérésole writes: “In 
this way nearly 10,000 tins of milk have 
been collected "—tins “worth their weight 
in gold in Spain.” 

“Once in Barcelona, they are withdrawn 
from the storehouse by Eleanor Imbelli, 
our representative, and they are taken 
by lorries and distributed to the ten 
canteens, under the direction of the Swiss 
Committee, or they are sent for distribution 
in Valencia by Rudolfo Olgiati and his 
friends. 

“Tt doesn’t require much imagination to 


realize what these canteens mean to 
children who are starving.” 
CONDITIONS IN 
MADRID 


A report from Barbara Wood on pros- 
pects for the winter in Madrid, which was 
included in Bulletin Number 27 of the 
Friends Service Council, emphazises the 
terrible position of the inhabitants of the 
beleaguered city at the beginning of the 
third winter of war. 

Among the adults it was the aged who 
suffered most. Among the middle-aged of 
both sexes symptoms of malnutrition were 
increasingly evident. 

Children are the special concern of 
Friends in Spain. Distribution of milk to 
school children has already been started, 
but with the aid of the International Com- 
mission it is proposed to give milk to 2,000 
children; 1,000 will receive milk in alter- 
nate months, and during the month when 
they do not get milk they will get cod liver 
oil and a couple of biscuits to help it down. 


Barbara Wosd adds: 

In general, until the distribution started. the 
children were dull and apathetic, but since 
they got their drink of milk and bread they 
have noticeably improved. 
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ONFERENCE OR. ANOTHER CRISIS 


This phorograph of 
the International 
Peoples’ College, at 
Helsingor, was taken 
by a reader while 
on holiday in 
Denmark. 


Pacifists at R 


ecruuing 


Display 
A SERGEANT AND TWO POSTERS 


From Our Own Correspondent 


WELLINGTON, New Zealand. 
ECOR the first time, to the best of my 
a knowledge, the military authori- 
ties here have come into the street to 
recruit for the territorials, with the 
result that members of the Christian 
Pacifist Society have had another little 
brush with the police. (A previous en- 
counter was reported on August 6). 
Here, in the capital city, the authorities 
arranged simultaneous displays in windows 
of the two largest drapery establishments. 
The displays, with the usual false pretence, 


CRDAAeree Eee ASST SE SSOTERASSEDACRROROSTERSseceEeaReIESEeeEeEEeR 


*- Liberty ©’ for 
Women 


Women broke the traditions of centuries 
when they voted in the Turkish elections 
of early October. 

Women now are free to run for many 
public offices. They can take up careers 
previously open only for men, can become 
parliamentary candidates, and—boon of 
boons—can serve in the army!—Nofrontier 
News Service. 


endeavoured to give the “ shiny ” side of the 
service—gleaming motor-cycles, beautiful 
walking-out clothes and dress uniforms, and 
sO on. 

Parked outside the shops they had an 
“armoured” car fitted up as a recruiting 
office with a loud speaker. Three members 
of the Christian Pacifist Society, including 
the chairman, the Rev. O. E. Burton. armed 
with posters issued by the Society of 
Friends in Britain, took up positions in the 
gutter on either side of the car. 

They found considerable interest and un- 
expected support. 

Then the police and a traffic officer 
arrived and ordered them off. At first they 
politely refused to go. After some argu- 
ment, the pacifists persisting in their re- 


fusal, their names and addresses were 
taken. 
The sergeant even copied out the 


«WAS WAR THE 
ANSWER ?” 


Commenting that “ the coming years will 
see an intensive drive against Soviet 
Russia,” World Events (USA) stated 


recently: 

For entirely different reasons, the two 

countries that will stand out against this re- 
action will be Soviet Russia and the USA. 
The result will be an even greater increase in 
military preparedness than now, particularly 
in this country. The Monroe Doctrine will do 
service in fighting fascism below the Rio 
Grande and a huge navy will be built for that 
Purpose. Half a dozen voices have already 
been raised in this demand. 
: Was war the answer? No! But peace was 
in the wrong hands, the hands of imperialists 
ready to sacrifice everything but the privileges 
they possessed. If only statesmen had been in- 
telligent and courageous, not only at Munich, 
but six years back_and twenty years back! 
For peace can not be improvised. Can it now 
be built? Only if the masses cease following 
“leaders” such as these. 


posters in his notebook—although it was 

pointed out that he did not copy draw- 

ings of Christ crucified or riding an ass. 

By this time it was closing time for the 
shops, and the presence of the police drew 
a very large crowd. 


FURTHER CHALLENGE ? 

Finally, the pacifists decided to withdraw 
and to apply for the official permit for 
sandwich boards required by the city by- 
laws. As had been expected, this was so 
long in coming that the military display 
was over when it did arrive. It was, in any 
case, inadequate, for only three men were 
allowed, at a fee of ls. per man per day. 

Members of the society intend to go 
into the regulations very thoroughly and 
if they are found to be unreasonable they 
will challenge them. 

Meanwhile a weekly street meeting is 
being held on Friday evenings (late shop- 
ping night), preceded by a poster parade— 
with the three men permitted ! 

Membership of the Society now numbers 
about 300. and a large response is expected 
from an invitation which has just been sent 
to all Quakers in New Zealand. 


Freneh Minister 
Supports 
Esperanto 


Since the conference on “ Esperanto in 
Modern Life,” which was held in Paris in 
May, 1937, many steps have been taken for 
the encouragement of Esperanto in France. 

The latest initiative has come from the 
French Minister of National Education, 


|who has addressed a letter to all technical 


and educational authorities recommending 
the use of the language. 

The Brazilian Institute of Statistics has 
this year published a national statistical 
survey in Esperanto. The book gives in an 
abridged form all the more important 
statistics relating to the country’s area, 
population, production. &c. 

ON THE AIR 

Talks about the Esperanto movement are 
now frequently broadcast from the radio 
station in Pretoria, South Africa. So one 
more country is added to the great number 
of wireless authorities which now recog- 
nize the international language to be of 
practical use. 

Every month over eighty broadcasts take 
place in Esperanto, for the most pat: in 
Europe. but North and South America and 
Australia are also represented. 

The International Peoples’ College in Hel- 
singor, Denmark, famed throughout Europ: 
for its courses in English and other lan- 
guages, has added Espercnto to its curri- 
culum. 

Recently two courses in Esperanto were 
attended by 140 people from thirteen 
nations, and so successful were the courses 
that this language has now a permanent 
place in the list of subjects. 

A picture of the International Peoples’ 
College appears on this page. 
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The best way to overcome Warfare, Ciime, Cruelty, is to teach people the value 
and meaning of 


Kindness, Kinship and Fairplay 


Please write for literature and journals concerning Humane Education in Schools and Homes. 
z 


THE HUMANE SDUCATION SOCIBTY, 80, Mosley Street, Manchester, 2. 
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NEW BOOKS 


THE CHURCH AND 
THE WORLD 


World Community. By William Paton. 
Student Christian Movement Press. 5s. 


Reviewed by Dr. Herbert Gray 


THs is a very able book by a man with 

a masterly mind, and much experi- 
ence. William Paton knows the whole 
field in which foreign mission work is 
carried on, as only a very few men know 
it He can write with first hand knowledge 
of the lands of Islam, of India and China, 
of Japan and Africa. 

He also really knows what Christianity 
is. There are no vague or superficial re- 
ligious sentiments in this book. It was 
written by a man who has looked at the 
evil and the suffering in the world with 
open eyes, and who finds hope only in the 
God whom Christ revealed 

The book begins with this arresting sen- 
tence: “A friend remarked to me recently 
that he found himself feeling alternately 
that the Church was a completely hopeless 
organization and that it was the enly hope 
of the world.” 

The real thesis of the book is that, only 
by achieving world community can the 
human race find its life, and that the only 
possible basis for such community is God. 

It begins with a very frank review of the 
present break up: 

Today, as probably only once or twice before 
in human history, the foundations themselves 
are shaken. Traditional pieties and loyalties 
and standards of conduct have lost their un- 
questioned authority and no new ones have 
taken their place. Asa result the community 
life of mankind has been thrown into con- 
fusion and disintegration. 

In the religious world the same con- 
fusion is to be found. Christendom can 
hardly be said to exist as it did exist in the 
Middle Ages. 

From this Mr. Paton goes on to a 
masterly review of the present state of 
things in the lands of the Orient, where, 
under the impact of the west, so much 
disintegration has taken place. 

These sections of the book may be re- 
garded as a statement of the problem. .And 
from this point the author addresses him- 
self to stating the Christian answer to <t. 

It is deeply characteristic of him that he 
does not ask “What has Christianity to 
say? or “ What is the Gospel?” but “ What 
the Church means.” For Mr. Paton sees 
the Church, indeed, as the one hope af the 
world, and declares boldly that “ Memher- 
ship, in the Christian society is vital to 
the Christian profession, and is a necessary 
part of the total gift which. by the grace 
of God, Christians have to offer to the 
world.” 

The notes about the Church are 

1. That it puts God first. 

.%. That it has in trust the truth about 

forgiveness to proclaim to the world 

2. That it has a doctrine of man which, 
though far from being in any shallow 
sense optimistic, yet declares that “man 
is one to whom God speaks, that he is 
one for whom the Son of God was con- 
tent to die, and that to treat him as a 
cog in a machine, or as a cross section of 
a racial streaza is to do dishonour to 
God.” 

4. That the Church is the -ealization 
of true community. 

5. That the Church is by its very 
nature universal. 

A profound chapter. 

It is followed by a cheering one in which 
we are told that the Church Universal does 
exist. In proof of this we are asked to 
consider the truly amazing progress which 
has been wrought by God through the 
Church in the lands of the east in the last 
hundred and fifty years. 

It is indeed a wonderful story—a story 
of the overcoming of animosities, and of 
cruelties and hypocrisies by the power 0f 
the Gospel. 

Those who are sceptical about the work 
of foreign missions should read _ this 
chapter. Mr. Paton knows his facts. They 
are facts that will surprise many. 

At certain points in this book Mr. Paton 
will cause some readers to wonder whether 

BOOK 
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he belongs to the school of Christians who 
do not hold that Christianity was ever in- 
tended to transform this world. 

On one page, for instance, we read 

The Christian Church has nothing at all to 
give to the world, anywhere or in any nation, 
except by its faithfulness in preaching the word 
of the Cross. To the distressed kingdoms of 
men it cannot offer secular wisdom, or a new 
technique in government, or a fresh economic 
insight. It can only say *“ Repent for the King- 
dom of God is here.” 

And elsewhere — “The Kingdom of 
God and the realization of God’s will are 
not to be identified with any type of society 
or culture.” 

But we need not fear. The first of these 
quotations is followed by a chapter in which 
the actual results of the power of Christian 
truth are set forth, in the growth of educa- 
tion, in the victories of medicine, in the 
transforming of village life, and in the 
attempt to restrain the evils of indus- 
trialism. 

In relation to the matter of peace, Mr. 
Paton is too politic to commit himself on 
the simple question “Should Christians 
fight!” He has something he wishes to say 
to men on both sides in that respect, and 
it is worth saying: 

Everything that unites the people and 
creates a common ethos among them aids in 
the formation of a genuine international order. 
The foundations are being laid for interna- 
tional law. Surely it is plain that a church 
which extends across the boundaries of the 
nations has a great part to play, if only it can 
realize itself. 

The book ends with a moving call to re- 
pentance addressed to the churches and to 
all Christians, and with a sincere and con- 
vincing expression of the truth that the 
duty of the church now, as always, and 
especially now, lies in evangelism. The 
Christian solution to the world’s crying 
problems cannot come till there are more 
Christians. 

Mr. Paton has written a notable book—a 
profound book, and a very wise one. No- 
body can fail to learn from it who reads it 
with an open mind. 


A PACIFIST IN 
AMERICA 


Thrice a Stranger: New Chapters of Auto- 
biography. By Vera Brittain. Gollancz. 
10s. 6d. 

Testament of Youth was one of the most 
poular books dealing with the time of the 
Great War. For one thing, it was unlike 
the spate of war books that preceded it in 
that it was written by a woman who had 
actually experienced the war in her forma- 
tive years: one, moreover, who had the 
power of transmitting her impressions in 
a colourful, intimate, and highly readable 
manner, 

Miss Brittain threw herself into her book, 
and the public, which is always ready to 
welcome an author who gives of himself 
unstintedly, felt that in this frank record 
it had a genuine “close-up” on the hopes 
and sufferings of womanhood throughout 
the period. 

Thrice a Stranger is a very full and 
picturesque story of Miss Brittain’s adven- 
tures in America. It tells of the chilling 
teception she met when she first essayed 
contact with the great continent in com- 
pany with her newly-married professorial 
husband, and of all the degrees by which 
this mutual cold hostility was melted 
during the years between 1925 and 1937. 

It is in fact the long story of the growth 
of understanding—the tale of a conquest of 
America carried out in the only way that 
lasting victories remain t> be won, i.e. by 
a process of permeation on the one side and 
assimilation on the other. 

And this says much for Miss Brittain’s 
pacifist powers of adaptation for anything 
more repelling than her experience in 1925 
would be hard to come by even in the conti- 
nent of Europe today. 

The great merit of the book lies in its 
unspoken moral, which is that British in- 
sularity must learn, and learn quickly, to 
understand without. insular resentment 
that it takes all sorts to make a world, and 
that the power of discovering the likeable 
in the unprepossessing is discoverable only 
by those whose pride is not a fortress. 

Miss Brittain’s achievement has been to 
cal! as a stranger and be asked to remain 
as a friend; and whenever that happens, it 
is, of course, an experience which speaks 
well for both parties. 

One of the chicf interests of this Journal 


to pacifists will be to discover from it the 
extent and quality of American pacilsm. 
We in this country are apt to think of the 
States as being off the war map, and our 
short-sightedness is a myopia politicians 
thousands of miles from Europe are only 
too glad to share. 


How untrue it is, the far-seeing and in- 
formed in America appreciate, and it is 
encouraging to know that Franklin Roose- 
velt—who appears considerably in this 
book—is one of them. Our indebtedness to 
him at a crucial moment of the recent 
crisis was immeasurable. 

MAX PLOWMAN 


INTERNATIONAL 
COOPERATION 


The Romance of The Health Work of The 
League of Nations. Written and Pub- 
lished by Kathleen Innes. 1s. 


‘This impressive booklet is a most effec- 
tive answer to the scepticism of those who 
are at pains to point out that cooperation 
in all human spheres of human activity for 
common good is impossible because the in- 
human beasts across the water do not 
cosine a world organized for human wel- 
are. 


There could not be a more fitting intro- 
duction than here found, to this story of 
how nations have together fought to con- 
fine the outbreak of such dread diseases as 
malaria and cholera and are doing their 
utmost to prevent these outbreaks by deal- 
ing with causes. 

A few years ago one of the women substi- 
tute delegates at the League of Nations 
Assembly was asked to serve on the second 
committee and act as rapporteur on the health 
work. She accepted with the reflection: “ How 
dull!” “In a few days,” she said later, “I 
found it was a romance.” 

In 1929 Mr. Bajpai, at Geneva with the 
Indian delegation described the health sec- 
tion’s report as “inspiring.” He continued: 

I use the .word inspiring deliberately be- 
cause nothing is calculated to arouse emotion 
and kindle enthusiasm more surely than an 
account of beneficient endeavour dedicated to 
the alleviation of human suffering. 

In the hope, therefore, that interest 
would be aroused in what is suggested as 
the most successful world-wide example in 
human history of cooperation of govern- 
ments in the humanitarian field, thus pre- 
paring the way for a deeper realization of 
what might be achieved if cooperation were 
carried out in every sphere of international 
relationships, the author has written about 
a side of the League’s activity about which 
the general public knows very little. 


After describing how the health organ- 
ization came to be set up the story turns 
aside to tell of the thrilling fight against 
the spread of typhus in Eastern Europe in 
1920. 


To understand the seriousness cf the 


situation let M. de Brouchere speak: 

Western Europe has been saved from a 
frightful calamity. When it was realized that 
this result has been obtained with a few 
hundred thousand pounds—less than the cost of 
the smallest warship—it can be said that the 
work, the devotion, and also the courage of the 
members of the Epidemic Commission entitle 
them to a high place among those who have 
distinguished themselves in the cause of 
humanity. 


The establishments of bureau to deal 
with sad disseminate information which is 
of value to the Health Committee has been 
of great value, but it is significant that lack 
of funds in a world that is spending astro- 
nomical sums on armaments has prevented 
the setting up of further outposts. 


Such chapter headings as “ Fighting Par- 
ticular Diseases,’ “Keeping the Well 
Healthy,” and “ The Exchange Of Informa- 
tion,” will give some indication of the 
ground that is covered in a book which is 
concluded with a stirring challenge in the 
form of an Epilogue. 


None can reasonably resist such an argu- 
ment as this: 


In general terms, in the humanitarian 
sphere, cooperation for the common good is 
recognized as the only sane mode of action. 
In the political sphere, isolation, the assertion 
of sovereign rights, gangster rule on a large 
scale, predominate and threaten civilization 
with destruction. 


It is becoming increasingly obvious in a 
world brought together by scientific Inventions 
that this illogical position cannot continue. 
Men can have world-wide cooperation con- 
trolled by reason, or they can have isolation, 
the rule of force and the rejection of reason. 
And the choice is literally and simply a 
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choice. 

; I have set before you life and death. bless- 
ing and cursing; therefore choose life that both 
thou and thy seed may live. 


P. PITMAN 


MERCHANTS OF 
DEATH 


Amateurs In Arms. F. J. Joseph. Cassell. 
7s. 6d. 

On the dust cover of this book we are 
told that it was written, accepted by the 
publishers, and should be read as a novel, 
but that the prices, usages. and methods of 
the illegal traffic of arms are exact and 
drawn from a most intimate knowledge of 
the business. 

This is further explained by the author 
in a foreword: 

This is a novel, but it is based on the true 
though secret facts about the methods of arms 
traffickers for the Spanish war; and the author 
wishes to say that the incidents that seem most 
incredible will probably be those which are 
simply transcripts of the truth. 


The story surrounds a Mr. Peder Peder- , 
son, a hat manufacturer of Copenhagen, 


who left his home for England at the time 
of the Coronation in order to sell straw 
hats to the London crowds. Unfortunately, 
however, Mr. Pederson forgot to take 
English weather into accourt and. after 
making the acquaintance of a Hungarian, 
found himself in Paris as a trader in arms 
for the Spanish Government. 

In Paris, many new characters are intro- 
duced into the story, but perhaps the most 
interesting part of the whole book is an 
account of the meeting between a German 
armaments manufacturer and his son who 
has just returned from the London School 
of Economics. 

Here he came under the influence of 
“left” propaganda. Into his mouth are put 
some excellent statements regarding the 
relationship between the arms trade and 
the chaos of the capitalist world in general, 
but. notwithstanding all his pleadings, he 
fails to persuade his father to abandon the 
manufacture of armaments. 

He leaves home. therefore, determined to 
help the Spanish Government in its strug- 
gle against “Franco, the murderous fascist.” 

His arrival in Paris causes a sensation 
amongst those who are trying to make for- 
tunes from the illegal trafficking of arms. 
They think he has come on his father’s be- 
half to sell arms to the Spanish Govern- 
ment 

Here we meet with the intrigue of which 
the author speaks in his foreword. and 
though it is sometimes difficult to follow, it 
does give some indication of the ramifica- 
tions of the arms trade. 

Indeed, the publishers feel that this is 
such an astounding and appalling revela- 
tion of the truth that this novel will cause 
one of the sensations of the year. 

J. MANTIP 


FRIENDS AND PEACE 


The Friend. October 28. 3d. 

The enlarged October 28 issue of The 
Friend contains a special seri-s of articles 
entitled, “ Which Way To Peace?” They 
are designed to help Friends in preparing 
themselves for the Special Yearly Meeting 
that will be held in Friends House from 
November 18 to 20 next and which has been 
called to examine the Quaker peace testi- 
mony in the light of recent events. 

Although. to their shame. the other 
Christian bodies have not deemed it neces- 
sary to invite their members to a similar 
study of the application of Christ's ethic to 
the particular question of peace or war, 
nevertheless there is every reason why 
those of us of other denominations should 
read and ponder these contributions 

If our opposition to the rising tide of 
militarism is to be effective it is essential 
that every one of us follow the example of 
those who have always been in the van, not 
so much of the forces confronting mili- 
tarism but of the army of positive peace- 
makers. 

These articles, therefore, are positive in 
their outlook. They set out to enunciate 
the principles upon which world peace must 
be established if it is to be permanent. 

In the opening essay Carl Heath states 
the position which confronts us today: 
“This is the day of either—or; a great can- 
version or an unutterable destruction.” It 
is only 

as each nation is led to appreciate and venture 
in cooperative values and just acts; in re- 
demptive surrender of dominating and exploit- 
ing positions; and in the pursuit of common 
human interests that a new atmosphere will 
be created, the circle of fear will be broken 
and the obsession for arms will fall away. 

This quality of writing is sustained 
throughout the series which deals in turn 
with “The Quaker Peace Testimony,” 
“ Civilization And The Aggressor,” “ A New 
Word Or A New Spirit.” “What Can 
Friends Do?” and is concluded with a letter 
from George Lansbury. 

J. MANTIP 
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* ALICE B. THORNE 


A Womans 
__—_Point of View 


Let Us Do 
Less Dusting 


says 


F war had been declared a short 

time ago, women no less than 

men, and pacifists no less than militarists, 

would have been forcibly thrust into a 
state of feverish activity. 

All who daily escaped the horrors and 
terrors of bombs and air raids would find 
a nightmare cessation of normal activity 
and a hectic conglomeration of emergency 
measures to fill the frightful days. 


Now that we sit back in relief and 
the nervous tension has relaxed, shall we 
do nothing at all? Surely this is the 
time to accept a new challenge, to make a 
new dedication. Women especially seem 
to be called upon to expend that energy 
not now required for use “in a state of 
emergency.” 


For the opportunity is unique. The 
whole world is crying out for some new 
spirit, some new creative force. Biologic- 
ally women «re the creative half of human 
life, but we are apt to forget that creative- 
ness is spiritual in origin and not merely 
a physical urge. 


* 


‘THE women’s movement has 

scarcely begun, so ready have 

we been to stay in the sheltered places of 

our homes, so unwilling to come out from 

behind the conventional walls that have 
surrounded us. 


A few women have been aware of the 
need and the opportunities that have gone. 
We see in our parliament and in our town 
councils the small band of women who have 
struggled out of the traditional ruts. 


A short time ago only 20,000 women 
had joined the Peace Pledge Union against 
the 101,200 men members. And on inquiry 
the pathetic answer of large numbers of 
women is “I leave those things—politics, 
peace, newspapers—to my husband.” 


* 


TY ET us come from behind the broad 

backs of our menfolk. They 

cannot really think with our brains, any 

more than they can now protect us in time 
of war. 


But we, if we apply aright the 
enormous creative force of the 
mass of women in the world today, can 
not only protect, but save the world from 
its own destruction. Let us not offer in 
excuse the constant cares of homes and 
housekeeping lest, caring too much, other 
things are left undone and homes are lost 
in the world’s mistakes. 


Let us do less dusting and less cleaning. 
Let us have fewer cooked meals, and more 
activity in the cause of peace, more teach- 
ing each other, more reading and talking, 
more finding out of new ways to peace. 
Above all let us prove to the full that, as 
we teach our children, so in the outside 
world it is no use to scrap over the garden 
fence; that mothers care for and feed and 
play with all the children in the family, 
including the bad boys. 

It is the family spirit that is lacking in 
the world today. Let us as women, as 
mothers, see to it that there is a liberation 
of that spirit over which we have so long 
kept guard. 
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Vital need for a Positive Pacifist Initiative -—4 


A POLICY TO END 


¥ have seen that the politics 
of “collective security,” 
however much they may 


seem to many sincere people to be a 
moral advance on an ungoverned scramble 
to dominate additional territories by the 
Powers, cannot be expected—combined 
with a hold-fast attitude on the part of the 
great empires, sanctified by the Covenant 
of the League—to conduce to a pacific atti- 
tude on the part of the Powers that have 
only reached the stage of aspiring to be 
empires, 

Is the moral to be drawn that the effec- 
tive way to peace is for the imperialist 
Powers to connive at adventures in 
colonial conquest on the part of the un- 
satisfied powers ? 

It can be observed today that the wheel 
of time has brought a curious inversion in 
the roles of political parties. In relation to 
international affairs the Liberal and Labour 
Parties have become ultra-conservative in 
their attitude to possible change, while 
there is a sense in which the Conservatives 
may be said by comparison to take a liberal 
view. 

The Liberals and the Labour Party, re- 
solved that the British Empire shall be kept 
intact, are nevertheless equally resolved 
that there shall be no future imperial ex- 
pansion on the part of other Powers. 

The right wing of the Conservative Party, 
on the other hand, while equally desirous 
of keeping the British Colonial Empire 
firmly in British hands, is at the same time 
ready to look with a certain generous com- 
placency at the construction of new 
empires. 


NOT PACIFIST CONCEPTION 


SUCH an attitude to world affairs cannot, 
of course, appeal to the pacifist any 
more than does the attitude of Liberal 
Party on the Labour Party. Not only is i: 
a complete denial of his pacifist conception, 
but he must realize that the same forces 
that have impelled nation after nation 
along the road of imperialist expansion will 
throw up other competitors in the future. 

The undeveloped lands for industrial 
development by imperialist Powers become 
more and more limited; and an imperialist 
consortium, for instance, to bring China 
under domination without conflict between 
the invading Powers would simply bring 
nearer the period when the struggle would 
be transferred to the attempt of the newer 
imperialist Powers to snatch pcssessions 
from the older. 

The way for the pacifist cannot be, either, 
that of a generous apportioning out among 
the unsatisfied Powers of part of the 
colonial possessions of the successful im- 
perialist Powers. 

Even the handing back to German 
control of the colonies Germany held 
prior to 1914—although it would be a 
measure of imperialist “justice ——is not 
a line of action that can be regarded by 
the pacifist with any satisfaction. 

It means, for instance, the treating of vast 
populations of human beings as s> many 
head of live stock. 


THE SUPREME NEED 


WHat the pacifist has to try to do in the 
field of international politics is some- 
thing much more radical. 
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EMPIRE 


When he declares that he wiil not fight 
he necessarily also declares that he does not 
want to maintain national armaments and 
armed forces; and his refusal to fight, there- 
fore, involves a refusal to be a party to the 
maintenance of imperial Power. 


He has not only outlawed war in his cwn 
person; he has also outlawed empire. 


The supreme need of the present time 
is that this rejection of the imperialist 
conception shall be translated into a posi- 
tive policy of international appeasement. 


If pacifists can be successful in develop- 
ing in some of the great imperialist Powers 
a body of public opinion that is prepared. 
not only to disavow any intention of 
imperialist conquest in the future, but to 
admit that imperialism is an evil principle 
in world affairs, and to formulate clearly 
defined proposals for eliminating it from the 
world, they will have provided such a con- 
trast in the type of agenda possible for dis- 
cussion at a world conference that it is 


By 
“ NECTAIRE ” 


conceivable that they may bring hope of 
achievement of a new temper in world 
affairs and the salvation of Europe from the 
war that threatens it with destruction. 


EPOCH-MAKING 


T must be remembered that there is no 

special virtue in a world conference 
as such. Pacifists sometimes seem inclined 
to allow themselves to believe that such a 
conference in itself will provide the basis 
of a peaceful world, irrespective of the 
nature of the proposals that the various 
statesmen may bring to it. 


There have, however, been world confer- 
ences before, for disarmament and for 
economic purposes, but the results of those 
in positive achievement have been nothing 
—or to be frank, less than nothing, for their 
very failure has helped to worsen the 
situation. 


In the circumstances of the world at 
present such a conference can meet with 
hope of success only if it comes together 
in an atmosphere created by the fact 
that epoch-making new con eptiens are 
in the air, even if they are not on the 
agenda. 


It is an important part of the work of 
pacifists—even, I suggest, the most impor- 
tant part—to try to get such an epoch- 
making conception on the agenda, and in 
any case very much in the field of political 
discussion. 

We have to bear in mind that it 1s not 
only the statesmen whose ear has to be 
reached, but the working peoples of the 
world including those of Germany, Italy, 
and Japan. 


The general lines of the proposals for 
which we should be working we will discuss 


in the next article. 


There are two preliminary things how- 
ever, that I will say now. The first is that 
no mere “pact of international economic 
collaboration,” such as that envisaged in 
the Van Zeeland Report, has any real re- 
levance to the situation that holds over us 
the constant threat of war; what is required 
is a set of proposals for the complete 
liquidation of imperialism as a principle. 

The second thing is that to bring such 
radical proposals right into the forefront in 
the discussion of a basis of agreement on 
international affairs is not by any means as 
impracticable as may appear to the more 
cautious-minded among us. 


A READY RECEPTION 


HAVE made it clear in these articles that 

in my view the Labour Party is just 

as much an imperialist party as are the Con- 

servative and Liberal Parties. This applies 

only to its policy declarations, however, and 

to the—generally implied rather than stated 
—basic views of its leaders. 


There has always been among the rank 
and file members of the Labour Party a 
strong, if vague, sentiment of antagonism to 
imperialism as a principle. 


Indeed, I think it would be found on 
inquiry among older members of the 
party that they regarded their organiza- 
tion as being fundamentally anti-im- 
perialist in outlook, whatever question- 
able electioneering devices it may have 
adopted in recent years. 


And although this is an error so far as the 
practical attitude of the party is concerned, 
it is nevertheless an indication that there 
would be likely to be a ready receptivity on 
the part of a large proportion of the rank 
and file for a body of proposals aiming at 
the eradication of the imperialist principle 
as a governing factor in international 
affairs. 


FOLLOWING THE LEAGUE 


THEN there is the fact that the leaders 
of the Labour Party cannot be in too 
happy a frame of mind about their inter- 
national policy. They have followed the 
logic of the League conception in their 
policy while the League conception itself 
has smashed on the hard logic of facts. 


The result is that the Labour Party has 
nothing effective to offer as an inter- 
national policy other than < detestation of 
fascism and the threat of war. 


It must be feeling a vital need for more 
positive conception, and it is probable that 
it is today more ready to consider a drastic 
international policy that would cut right to 
the foundations of the imperialist concep- 
tion than it has been in its history. 

The pacifist can provide this policy. The 
conception of a new world order in which 
imperialism has no place is inherent in the 
pacifist view of things, but it is at the same 
time a conception upon which there could 
be cooperation between pacifists and Labour 
adherents and other sections of progressive 
opinion. 

Such cooperation could be made a fruitful 
and hopeful thing, despite any differences 
that might obtain between those acting 
together on the subject of armaments policy 
and the collective security conception. 
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ITH the coming into force 
W« the Anglo-Italian Agree- 
ment it is generally assumed 
that belligerent rights will be gran- 
ted to General Franco. What advan- 
tages and disadvantages are to be 
derived by the rebels from such a 
recognition ? 

What rights do the rebels gain by virtue 
of it against a State granting it? Con- 
versely, what duties do ‘hey incur toward 
such a State ? 


RECOGNITION 
"THIS recognition takes effect only for the 
purposes of and for the duration of the 
hostilities which lead to its being granted. 
It is thus to be distinguished from the 
recognition as a sovereign State of an 
association of persons who have revolted 
against the State to which they owed allegi- 
ance and established a separate govern- 
ment. 

There are two conditions precedent to 
the rightful recognition of belligerents: 
in the first place, the insurgent government 
must be in control of a defined territory 
and of troops who obey the laws of war 
(if any laws may now be said to remain to 
us), and must be so organized as to be able 
to negotiate with foreign States as the 
government of a foreign State does through 
diplomatic channels; in the second place, 
it must be impossible for the recognizing 
State to remain unaffected by the hos- 
tilities. 

BELLIGERENTS’ RIGHTS AND DUTIES 
WHEN once belligerency is admitted. a 


state of war is held to exist between 
the rightful government and the body 


BOMBERS IN THE 
SERVICE OF 


SPORT 
At Taxpayers’ Expense 


From a Correspondent 


RovaAL AIR FORCE stations in the Near 

East and Africa play inter-station 
games of Rugby football during the winter 
season. 

The procedure is for one team to fly in a 
“Valencia” bomber transport plane from 
one aerodrome to the other on one day, 
play the game cn the following day. and 
return on the third day. 

Such machines cost £100 per hour to fly, 
and the maximum distance for one game is 
2500 miles. So about £3,000 is spent in 
transporting a team to and from a football 
game! 


Training Farm for 


Refugees 

A small estate in Sussex, purchased some | 
three years ago, has, through the trend | 
of international events, become a training | 
farm for refugees from the Continent, who| 
are given a course in elementary botany 
soil cnemistry,. and intensive vegetable and 
fruit culture, thus fitting them for rehabili- 
tation oversea. 

When the estate was taken over it was 
in a rough. primitive condition—part was 
once fine pasture which had reverted to 
weeds. and part woodland overgrown with 
brambles, gorse, and bracken. 


Tne work of producing order out of this|* ° 


chaos has gone on steadily. though not 
without setback:, and promising progress 
has been made. Besides time and energy, 
however, this has absorbed much capital, 
and an appeal is now being made for a 
loan of £150 to enabie the farm to extend 
its activities 


CRUSADE 

A Brotherhood of Christian Commonwealth 
has grown out of long discussions at the Wood- 
house (Sheffield) Adult School. A crusade for a 
Christian Commonwealth is planned, and 
spencers are already being trained. 

Helpers would be welcomed and particulars 
are obtainable from Mr. A. V. Williams, of 16 
Driver Street, Woodhouse Mill, Sheffield. 
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which has seceded from it or between in- 
vaders and invaded, as the case may be, 
with the result that a State admitting 
belligerency gains the rights and incurs the 
liabilities of a neutral toward each of the 
contending parties. 


By 
R. McIntyre Smith 


These rights and liabilities continue until 
the cessation of the war or until the neutral 
joins in the war on one side or the other. 


DUTIES OF NEUTRALS 

THE first duty of a neutral is impartiality. 
It must not lend money to either bel- 

ligerent, although its subjects may do so 

as a financial speculation. 

It must not supply troops or war material 
to either side, although it is “not bound to 
prevent the export from or transit through 
its territory, on behalf of either belligerent, 
of arms or munitions of war or other 
articles of use to a fleet or an army.” 

Recruiting offices may not be cperated 
within its territory. Bodies of persons 
bringing armed assistance to a belligerent 
must not leave its territory, although its 
neutrality is not compromised by such a 
departure on the part of individuals. 

.~ neutral must prevent the belligerent 
troops and munitions from moving across 
its territory but may permit the transport 
of belligerent sick or wounded. Fugitive 
troops must be interned, officers being 
allowed their liberty on parole. 

Fugitive prisoners of war must be left at 
liberty. 

A neutral must endeavour to prevent the 
entry into its territory of belligerent mili- 
tary aircraft, and if they do enter their 
personnel must be interned. 


WARSHIPS 

A NEUTRAL may allow the passage 
** through its territorial waters of 
belligerent warships and prizes. 

On the other hand, neutral ports and 
waters must not be used as bases of oper- 
ations nor may belligerents establish wire- 
less stations in them, and the number of 
warships which a belligerent may have in 
the port of a neutral is ordinarily restricted 
to three. 

The revictualling of belligerent warships 
in neutral ports is limited to the raising of 
their supplies to the normal peace amount. 
They may take only sufficient coal to enable 
them to reach the nearest port of their own 
country. 

Belligerent prizes are allowed in neutral 
ports only when compelled to be there by 
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stress of weather or some other emergency. 
If a belligerent warship exceeds the time 
permitted for its stay, which in the absence 
of special circumstances is 24 hours, the 
neutral may take such steps as it considers 
necessary to prevent it from being able to 
put to sea during the remainder of the war. 

A neutral may continue to trade with 
belligerents, but it is claimed that in accord- 
ance with the so-called “Rule of 1756” the 
volume of trade should not exceed the 
peace-time quantity. 


BLOCKADE 


A BELLIGERENT has the right to inflict 

blockade upon the enemy, that is, to 
prevent access to a part or the whole of the 
enemy’s coast. 

A blockade is valid only if five conditions 
are fulfilled. In other words, if these con- 
ditions are not fulfilled the alleged block- 
ade is not binding upon neutrals: 

1. It must be an official act of the govern- 

ment of the blocading State; 

2 It must not be a “paper blockade,” but 
must be sufficient virtually to prevent 
access to the coast. But the blockade will 
not be invalidated if a few persons suc- 
cessfully run the risk of capture and get 
through. 

3. The blockade must be continuous. apart 


from temporary relaxations owing to 
stress of weather. 

4. All craft must be blockaded impartially, 
to whatever neutral they belong. 

5. Notification of the blockade must be given 
to the neutral government. According to 
the French and Italian views notification 
must be given to individual approaching 
vessels, but according to the British view 
notification may be presumptive: that is, 
if a vessel has had a reasonable oppor- 
tunity of receiving notification from its 
government or some other authoritative 
source, it will be treated as if it had 
actually received it, whether or not it in 
fact has. 


Neutral vessels are usually allowed fifteen 
days in which to leave a blockaded port 
after the blockade starts. 

A blockade is ended when it is raised or 
ceases to be effective. The punishment: for 
breach of blockade inward or outward is 
the confiscation of the vessel and its cargo. 
A vessel may not be captured when her 
pursuit has once been abandoned. 


CONTRABAND 


CONTRABAND is neutral property which 

is of such a kind that it may be useful 
to a belligerent and which is on its way 
to belligerent territory. 

It is of two kinds: the first is “absolute,” 
that is, such that it can be used only for the 
purposes of war. This may be confiscated 
by one belligerent if it is on its way to any 
part of the territory of the other. The 
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second is “conditional”; that is, such that 
it is capable of being used for the purposes 
of war. 

Conditional contraband may be confis- 
cated if it is on its way to the armed forces 
of a belligerent or to an enemy government 


department. Such a destination is presumed" 


if the property is sent to enemy officials, 
to a person in the enemy country who is 
generally acknowledged to be supplying 
such property to the enemy government, or 
to a fortified place or base of operations. 

A vessel carrying contraband may be 
confiscated if the contraband constitutes 
more than half the cargo reckoned by value, 
weight, volume, or freight. Cargo other 
than contraband, if it belongs to the owner 
of the contraband, may also be confiscated. 

By what is known as the “doctrine of 
continuous voyage” property on its way to 
a neutral destination is treated as contra- 
band if it is intended to proceed thence to 
a belligerent destination. This applies to 
conditional contraband only if the enemy 
has no seaboard. 


VISIT AND SEARCH 


BELLIGERENTS have the right to “visit 

and search” neutral merchantmen, 
unless under the convoy of their warships, 
in order to ascertain whether they are en- 
gaging in unneutral service. 

Forcible resistance to the exercise of the 
right renders the merchantmen liable to 
condemnation, and her cargo, and goods 
belonging to her owner or master, liable to 
confiscation. Mere flight involves no lia- 
bility, except that no compensation is 
payable for damage to or sinking of the 
vessel. 


RIGHTS OF NEUTRALS 


@O far we have considered the rights of 

belligerents, which, we have seen, are 
extensive and not confined within very 
definite limits. The rights of neutrals are 
few in comparison, and of a somewhat 
negative character. 

Neutral territory may not be used for the 
purposes of the war. A neutral State may 
make such regulations regarding belliger- 
ents as are necessary to ensure the per- 
formance of the neutral’s duty of imparti- 
ality. 

It may continue the usual diplomatic 
relationships existing between it and other 
States. including the belligerents. 


In the event of violation of its territory’ 


or the taking or destruction of its property. 
there is a right to be compensated, which, 
of course, in practice may be valueless if 
the belligerent concerned is strong enough 
as compared with the neutral to refuse 
redress without fear of the consequences, 

Both directly and indirectly a neutral has 
nu‘hing to gain and everything to lose in 
the long run from war between any two 
belligerents. 


Supposing we had demanded that the Emperor of Japan come to England to bow before 
the King when the British gunboat, Sandpiper, was bombed at Changsha 
last week, by Japanese airmen, and the Japanese had 
sent a barber instead. The world would have 


rocked with mirth, as it did when 


CHINA SENT A BARBER TO 
KOWTOW TO THE KAISER 


HE world’s greatest practical joke 
took place some years ago, and 
it sent an unofficial titter of delight 
through the foreign offices of the world 
. except Germany’s. 
During the Boxer Rising, the German 
Minister to China. Baron von Kettler, was 
killed. Furious, Germany demanded that 
the Son of deaven himself should travel 
to Berlin to kowtow to the Kaiser. 

Such a happening might have the most 
dreadful repercussions in China, due to 
“Joss of face’; and the oid Empress knew 
it. But, threatened by the guns of German 
men o’ war, she had no recourse other than 
to comply with the demands. 

Then she had the idea of her life. The 
Son of Heaven would leave for Germany : 
but it would not be China which would 
“Jase face.” 


* * * 
"THE whole of Shanghai was deco- 
rated to greet the Son of 


Heaven. Brass bands blared as the Prince 
of China entered the city, his clothes glit- 
tering with jewels, surrounded with high 
born mandarins and all the dignity of the 
Chinese court. 

Foreign officials turned out in full dress 
but when the doors of his apartments in 


the hotel were thrown open, they recoiled 


in horror. For the Al! Highest Son of 
Heaven sat on the floor, drunk as a lord, 
surrounded by a bevy of small-footed Lotus 
Blossoms scraped up from the Fuchow 
Road district of the city! 


By 
FRANK ILLINGWORTH 


The following day, surrounded with his 
girl friends, the Emperor embarked on a 
German man o’ war to start his journey to 
Europe. He insisted that the Lotus Blos- 
soms accompanied him and the whole 
party steamed down the river to the strains 
of bands and shouting and cheering. 

In Berlin he kowtowed to the Kaiser; 
low and often he bowed. It indeed ap- 
peared that China had “lost face.” But 
the old Empress smiled up her sleeve! 

There started a round of entertainment. 
London saw the Emperor, and Paris. 
Banquets, military tournaments, more 
banquets. Every European country with 
interests in China had to entertain the All 
Highest, whether he was drunk the whole 
time or not. 

But the Son of Heaven took little in- 
terest in any thing but his Lotus Blossoms 


and as many English, German, and French 
girls as he could buy to take back to China 
with him. 


* * * 


A’ long last his hectic stay in 

Europe came to an end. And 

every country, most of all Germany, 
breathed a sigh of relief. 

He returned to China. But there were 
no red carpets on the quay when he stepped 
on his native soil. There were no official 
receptions, no brass bands, no soldiers . ... 
except the two who gripped him firmly 
by the arms and led him through the back 
streets of the city. 

Gradually the story leaked out. The 
whole world, especially China, rocked with 
mirth. For the Kaiser, and the rest of 
Europe too, had not entertained the Son 
of Heaven at all... but a drunken barber 
who had been dragged from the slums to 
kowtow to the Kaiser in place of his royal 
master. 

The old Empress had “saved the face” 
of her country by carrying cut the most 
colossal practical joke ever known in the 
history of diplomacy. To China, the funny 
part was that European courts didn’t know 
the difference between a drunken barber 
and a prince! 
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In his second article 


says 


Passive Resistance Is 
Not Enough 


also a passive resister ? Of course 
if you believe literally in the in- 
junction to turn the other cheek, it is. 


| it necessary for a pacifist to be 


But not all Christians do take this liter- 
ally. Many of them are not absolute paci- 
fists at all, and there are many Christian 
pacifists who are not passive resisters. 


Quite apart from the bearing of 
Christianity on the question, there are 
many non-Christians who are pacifists, but 
not passive resisters. 


The explanation of this appears to be 
that people distinguish between mass 
action and individual action with regard 
to the use of violence. It is much easier 
to persuade a man that war under modern 
conditions is an idiotic way of settling dis- 
putes, than it is to persuade him not to 
resist a personal attack on himself, his 
family and his friends. 


A man must be possessed of a very ex- 
ceptional temperament who will stand by 
while his daughter is being ravished, his 
wife shot, and his friends cut to pieces, 
with the certainty of his own immediate 
death, without lifting a finger to defend 
himself and those he loves. 


It is quite true that if you treat people 
well, they are more likely to treat you 
well than if you treat them badly. But 
is it equally true than a man who is treat- 
ing you badly will stop if you make no 
resistance ? 


* * 


PERE is no doubt that if every- 

body in Europe was a passive 

resister, there would be no war in Europe. 

But until this state of things is brought 

about, it does not seem unreasonable or 

inconsistent for a man to be a pacifist and 

to oppose war with all the energy at his 

command, while he is still not 4 passive 

resister and is determined to defend him- 
self to the last against personal violence. 


lunatics more insane or _ discourage 
attempts to restore them to sanity. 


* * 


I HAVE heard it said that if you 

believe in ARP, it logically fol- 
lows that you must believe in rearmament. 
I do not think so. 


I have for many years past been a con- 
vinced believer in unilateral disarmament, 
and I still think we shall never succeed 
in persuading the world to disarm until 
one of the great Powers has set the 
example. I should like England to be that 
reat Power. 


In my opinion, the whole situation 
might have been changed three years 
ago if our country, instead of deciding to 
increase armaments, had made a great 
moral gesture to the world, and had dis- 
armed. 


Public opinion, however, would have 
been against it then, and is still more 
against it now, so that unilateral disarma- 
ment is at the moment unfortunately not 
a practical policy, and I fear it is useless 
for pacifists to press for it at the present 
time. 


Should not we do better to try and devise 
some policy which, though it may not give 


A 
TRUE STORY 


us all we want, would lead in the right 
direction ? 


* * 


WE are always told by all 

countries as well as our own 
that rearmament is only for defence. But 
armaments are never intended to be purely 
defensive, in spite of all that politicians 
and militarists say to the contrary. 

As our government, with the backing of 
the vast majority of the people, is deter- 
minded to defend the country against 
attack, could not we urge that our arma- 
ments should be really as well as nominally 
for defence alone ? 


Could it not be announced to the world 
that our shores are protected against any 
form of attack, but that under no circum- 
stances will we bomb open towns.from 
the air, and under no circumstances will 
we use our navy for the blockade of other 
countries, even by way of reprisal? That 
is to say, we will defend our own people, 
but we will not bomb or starve to death 
innocent women and children in other 
countries. 


Against this it may be said that the 
bombing of enemy towns and the starva- 
tion-of enemy women and children may 
be necessary as a measure of defence, 
and ‘hat it must be resorted to in order 


This Soldier 


to prevent further attacks on ot own 
country—that is, offensive defence. 


But there is surely a distinction between 
defence which aims at saving life and 
defence which aims at taking life, and | 
cannot see why any one who supports rea- 
sonable measures for the defence of the 
people must therefore logically support 
offensive defence. 


* * 
WY TILE I have ventured te 
criticize the importance 


attached by many pacifists to non-violence 
in the form of passive resistance, I am of 
course convinced that the less violence 
there ‘s in the world, the better. 


If there are people, as I know there are, 
who are willing to lay down their own 
lives and to see their friends and relations 
sacrificed because they refuse for con- 
science’ cake to use force in any form, one 
must admire wuneir courage and honesty, 
but I cannot think they are greatly help- 
ing the cause of deace. 


I believe in putting first things first, 
and I feel sure that pcssive resistance is 
not a first thing. It is a mistake for our 
movement to concentrate too much on 
individual non-violence and cn persuad- 
ing individuals to adopt the passive re- 
sistance attitude. 


The first thing surely is rather to 
concentrate on tne prevention of war, or 
mass violence, and [ doubt whether we 
shall ever persuade a sufficient number of 
people to become passive resisters to pre 
vent war. 

The two essential things which must be 
done if war is to be prevented are the Te- 
moval of grievances by peaceful negotia- 
tion, and disarmame..i. Let us concen- 
trate on these. 


The removal of grievances will probably 
have to come first, but if this can be car- 
ried out side by side with reduction in 
armaments, so much the better. 


BY 
WILFRID H. 


BOURNE 


Advanced Unarmed 


LIERE is a story from the Great War that 


lt appears to me perfectly consistent to|* "I offer without comment of any kind. 
pledge oneself not to take part »n war or|Names and places are authentic. 


in preparation: for wac, and at the same 
time to refuse to be a passive resister. 


To this it may be argued that if it per-|assumed any real resistance. 


I joined up in 1915, some months before 
the Military Service Acts became law, and 
before conscientious objection to war had 
Until con- 


missible for individuals to defend them- | ¢cription the “conchies” were treated with 
selves against personal attack, would it not | more or less good-humoured scorn, but, with 
follow that nations are justified in making |the introduction of that needless measure, 
provision for their defence against mass}@ period of persecution followed, that ex- 


attack ? 
What about ARP? I know it is said that 


pressed itself in many ways. 
Not a few CO’s, for reasons that seemed 


ARP and preparations for defence gener- perfectly logical to them, did not resist the 
ally may encourage war-mindedness, and final arrest of the authorities, and allowed 
that they switch people’s minds away from themselves to be placed in uniform and 
activities for the prevention of war on to|@rafted to various training camps. Their 


protective measures should it occur. 
{t may also be argued that ARP will 


be ineffective, but it cannot be opposed | Fusiliers. 


standpoint is of no immediate concern. 

In the late spring of 1916 I was in train- 
ing at Dover, with the Fifteenth Royal 
Drafts of recruits were frequent, 


on that ground alone, for some form of}and one day such a contingent contained a 
protection might be discovered which |tali, raw-boned youth, nineteen years old, 
would be effective, though I must confess}whose look of dour resignation was cer- 
I cannot see what completely effective|tainly in contrast to the rollicking antici- 
measure could be adopted short of put-|pation of adventure that the remainder of 
ting the bulk of the population well/his group seemed to share, conscripts 
underground—which obviously cannot be | though they were. 


done. 


* * 
I BELIEVE that pacifists are wrong, 
and that we are actually damag- 
ing our cause, in opposing any attempt to 
protect the populatian against attacks from 
the air. Common humanity | surely 
demands that we should all do our best to 
Minimize the suffering that must occur 
should war break out. Is it not better to 
protect both cheeks than to expose even 
one to the smiter ? 


The problem seems to me something like 
this: suppose you are a sane person living 
in a lunatic asylum—a nurse, a doctor, or 
an attendant—and the lunatics set the 


asylum on fire, would you not do all you 
could to rescue the lunatics and the other 


Sane residents in,the asylum ? 


It would be absurd to argue that the 
installation of fire escapes would make the 


j SOON came to know the lad, for we were 

' of the same age, and it turned out that 
we both hailed from West Sussex. His 
name was Trueluck, and he had resisted 
enforcement until the last expedient of 
dragging him to Chichester Barracks was 
about to be applied. 

Then he quietly gave way, accepted his 
uniform, and was sent in due course to 
Dover, where his reputation (not stigma- 
tization) as a “conchie” became known to 
the entire camp at Chalky Lane. 

Trueluck became, from the sergeant- 
major's point of view, a Model soldier. All 
that he was required to do while in train- 
ing he did with diligence and promptness. 

He would be among the first to answer 
the shout of “On Parade,” from the square. 
His buttons, boots, and equipment were 
models of polish and neatness. At musketry 
he quickly obtained his “First Class” 
category. 

In short, there was nothing in a soldier’s 


training that Trueluck did not excel at. to 
the intense satisfaction of the officers and 


NCO’s, who knew his record. 
S° much did my friend gain the approval 

and respect of the authorities, that one 
morning, during a brief rest from rifle 
exercises, in which Trueluck had been put 
in front of the platoon as an example of 
perrect timing and placing, that Sergeant 
Lavender, the platoon sergeant, announced 
his intention of recommending the CO for 
a stripe as Lance-Corporal. 

To the surprise of that well-meaning 
NCO, Trueluck at once repudiated the offer. 
Asked why, he replied, “Because, if my 
Master had been compelled to wear a uni- 
form, as I have, he would at least declin2 
what was in his ability to refuse.” 

I waited to hear the sergeant explode 
into befitting language, and for the loud 
laughter of the platoon, but neither hap- 
pened, to my great astonishment. Nobody 
else, at that time, held Trueluck’s convic- 
tions, yet the silence that followed his 


clear reply was unforgettable, with more DD 


than fifty NCO’s and men lounging and 
smoking for their short respite. 

The sergeant made no reply, but shifted 
his feet uncomfortably. We all knew his 
capabilities in repartee! The troops looked 
at each other in complete silence, and, so 
far as I could see in a quick glance, th2re 
Was not so much as a smile. 

The effect of my friend’s answer can only 
be imagined by men who have served in 
the army. 


SHORTLY after this Trueluck and I were 
sent out in the same draft to France, 
to join the Ninth Royal Fusiliers at Albert. 
Here we were all quickly sorted out accord- 
ing to our types of proficiency, some into 
bombers’ sections, others into signallers, 
&c. Marksmen and first-class shots were 
grouped into the company Snipers’ Section, 
in which we both found ourselves, willy- 
nilly. 
“Now what are you going to do?” I 
questioned Trueluck, to which he replied 
something about leading a horse to water. 


For some time we went in and out of the 
line, with no call of any kind beyond the 
mere occupation of the trenches. No rifle 
fire was needed, nor any work from our 
sinister section. 

Then, one hot morning. as we were back 
in the reserve lines behind the trenches, a 
sudden order was given to proceed to 
Pozieres, where the Germans were hotly 
pressing the division. 

Our information was such that we knew 
what was before us. There was no longer 
any more or less quiet standing in the 
trenches for tne brigade. but the prospect 
of action the moment we reached the firing 
line. 

As we prepared ourselves for “fighting 
order,” and stacked our packs in long and 
meaningful lines, I saw a new light on 
Trueluck’s face. It struck me even then 
that he felt himself to be on the edge of 
something for which he had been waiting 
sinc. the day of his impressment. 


IDEFORE the day was ended I saw the ful- 
filment of that curious look, which 
could only be termed exultant in compari- 
son with the unbroken dourness of his 
expression throughout the whole period of 
his training at home, and life at the tront. 

At 9 p.m. the captain’s whistle blew, the 
company swept over the top toward the 
waiting Germans on their firesteps. True 
luck was on the top of the parapet as sson 
as any man, and I saw him last alive as he 
swiftly tore off his equipment, threw down 
his steel helmet and hand grenades, and 
walked unarmed and unprotected toward 
the enemy line. 

Machine guns are not selective in their 
aim. They do not distinguish between men 
who are ready to destroy the gunners, and 
those who choose the way of unarmed 
advance. Trueluck fell with the first mow- 
ing of that deadly scythe. 

The sight of his still form forced some 
memorable words into my mind, 3s l 
remembered his strong convictions, and 
they seemed to be addresed less to man 
than to principle—This i; my body, broken 
for you. 
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Real Service 


"THE appointment of Sir Joun ANDERSON, 

mp, to the position of Lord Privy Seal, 
lately held by the new PRESIDENT OF THE 
Boarp oF EDUCATION, came this week as the 
first official indication that the country 
really is to be organized for “some form of 
national service” (as we must still call it). 


Mr. CHAMBERLAIN has made it clear that 
in effect, if not in title, the new Lord Privy 
Seal will be Minister of Civilian Defence, 
“ charged,” as The Times put it, “with the 
organization of man-power.” 


There is not, at the time of writing, any 
official hint of what that means in detail, 
although it was thought that some indi- 
cation might be necessary on Thursday 
of this week as the only effective answer 
to the weighty criticisms of an Opposiiion 
which seems determined to convince us 
that it is more anxious than anyone else 
that we should be as fully prepared for war 
as possible. There have, however, been 
more unofficial indications of what we may 
expect. 


Perhaps the most notable in the past 
week has been the statement addressed to 
the press by fourteen men representative of 
various branches of public life—not ex- 
cepting the Church—in which they “em- 
phasize the importance of national regis- 
tration and planned national service in 
order that any future war or threat of war 
may find the country prepared.” Their first 
practical step would be a Ministry of 
National Service, whose first act would be 
the production of a national register. 


They go further, and advocate “ adequate 
training for service.” And although this 
should include (in their opinion) provision 
“for those who, from conviction, or on 
physical ground or for any other reason, 
are better suited to non-military service,” 
such provision would only consist of “ alter- 
native optional forms of training for 
national service.” It is made perfectly 
clear that, whatever alternative we should 
be allowed to choose, however harmless (or 
even helpful) in itself, it would be part 
(and by its very compulsion an essential, 
if small, part) of the main object of 
“facing the brunt of war at its maximum 
intensity from the first hour.” 


There are those who argue that, though 
they would work for peace (i.e., talk of it 
in odd moments. since they would not have 
time, let alone be allowed, to do anything 
else} even in war time, they could not, in 
the actual event of war, just stand aside. 
All right: that’s one view. 


All we ask is that those who hold it really 
appreciate what it means. And particu- 
larly that—with the demand that we should 
be fully prepared before war (which is only 
natural if we are willing to play our part 
in the war once it has started)—the line be- 
tween war and peace is so woolly as to 
necessitate full-time war preparation now 
to the exclusion of any (at any rate effec- 
tive) peace work. It is the old question of 
the impossibility of serving two masters, an 
impossibility which no amount of wishing 
to work for peace, on the one hand, and to 
help the victims of war, on the other, will 
ever remove, 


There are those, on the other hand—and 
we believe they number tens of thousands, 
instead of only thousands as in the last war 
—who can have nothing to do with war in 
any shape or form. Let it not be imagined 
that they care less for the sufferings of 
war’s victims than do those who, while not 
looking to have anything to do with war, 
nevertheless do in fact aid it by training 
Jor its repair department. On the contrary, 
their efforts to end war—at any rate not 
less successful, even in wartime, than those 
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A PLAN 


We reprint below a letter from Lord 
Ponsonby which The Times published in 
a prominent position on October 18. 

Letters and messages he has since received 
show an unexpected amount of support 
for the proposals he made, and he be- 
lieves a common platform, by no means 
exclusively pacifist, might be constructed 
on the lines of his proposals. 


* 


N the pause for reflection which 
[= now be possible after the 
disturbing events of the last few 
weeks, I desire to make some obser- 
vations with regard to the future. 


A magnificent opportunity is afforded by 
the Prime Minister’s action to open a new 
chapter in the relations between the nations 
of the world. This can only be done by 
immediate plans of construction. As I 
wish so far as possible to avoid being con- 
troversial, I will set aside my rooted objec- 
tion to the policy of continued rearmament, 
suggesting as it does mistrust of the very 
people whose assistance we require. 


The four-Power pact may be regarded 
with favour or suspicion, but there are 
other important considerations which must 
be taken into account. 


* 


"THE idea of a representative in- 

ternational body of a per- 

manent character is one which must appeal 

to all who realize the close interdependence 
of nations in the modern world. 


Such a constructive plan for the promo- 
tion of world peace was entertained by the 
framers of the Covenant. Unfortunately 
in the hour of victory they placed too heavy 
a burden of responsibility on the League of 
Nations. Without entering into the causes 
of its failure, we find it today deprived of 
the assistance of four of the greater Powers 
and some of the smaller. 


Its representative character is conse- 


(Continued from Col. 1) 


of war’s most peaceful helpers—are 
prompted as much by concern for the 
suffering as by anything else. 


But in any case they themselves would 
be the first to admit that their job must, to 
be most effective, be done with greatest 
vigour before war breaks out. They realize, 
in other words, that if peace is to be made 
successfully, it must be prepared for now— 
just as those who are prepared to be of 
assistance when war does break out cre 
asked to realize that, in order to make it 
successful, they must prepare for it now. 
And if the latter are, by virtual conscrip- 
tion, to be fully occupied in their task, can 
those who have the bigger job and the 
smaller numbers and resources be less 
active in theirs ? 


Fortunately, they are already realizing 
that, so far from having any time (what- 
ever their inclinations) for training in 
forms of humanitarianism that will be use- 
ful only if they fail in their task, they have 
much to do of a practical and positive 
nature in opposition to measures designed 
to compel them to do such training! Paci- 
fists are already realizing that the spirit 
which gives the proposed new war prepara- 
tions the misleading name of “service” 
must be applied to more appropriate ends. 


(The fact that the Government hopes 
that compulsion will not be necessary only 
shows that it is expected that preliminary 
propaganda has done its work of “per- 
suasion.”’) 


It is no less than six years (practically to 
the day, appropriately enough) since 
GrorRGE Lanspury, then Leader of the 
Opposition, appealed to the then PRIME 
MINISTER 

to ask him whether he will not reconsider 

the setting up of a general staff, which he 

himself has put forward many times and 
which, I think, is more called for today than 
ever, with a Minister specially responsible, 
not for unemployment, but employment and 

trade. He should have no other business, .. . 

We have the Committee of National Defence, 

and we maintain that a committee for this 

business with a responsible Minister is ever 
so much more important. 

That is just one idea the Government can 
adopt if it is so anxious that the nation’s 
man-power should be organized really to 
serve. It should be one part of a concerted 
plan aiming at the improvement not only 
of our own people’s lot, but also of other 
nations, with a view to removing all occa- 
sion for war. 
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Lord Ponsonby 


quently transformed into that of a sec- 
tional alliance, not explicitly but actually 
in opposition to the nations which stand 
outside. The drastic revision of the 
Treaty of Versailles goes on without its 
permission or assistance. 


The conclusion we must draw from these 
facts, which stare us in the face, is that the 
all-inclusive nature of an international 
body, which indeed was originally contem- 
plated, is a sine qua non for its efficiency 
and even for its continued existence. 


* 


THE work of a sectional body is 

vitiated by discord with those 
|outside and impeded by a barrier of an- 
tagonism. 


A remedy for this may be found by first 
examining the strong demand which is be- 
ing made for the calling together of a world 
conference. The expression “a world con- 
ference” is glibly used as if calling it to- 
gether were all that is needed. 


Not only should we take warning from 
the breakdown of the London Economic 
Conference but we must notice that M. van 
Zeeland in his report emphasizes the neces- 
sity for the most careful preparation and 
advance by stages before conclusions sec- 
tionally reached could be put before an all- 
inclusive international body. 


TI would go further and say that questions 
of economics, market, tariffs, currency, and 
finance are capable only of gradual and 
periodic not of final and fixed adjustment. 
Your conference therefore cannot by its 
decisions crystallize a forever-changing 
situation nor accomplish immediate spec- 
tacular changes which some seem to expect 
from it. 

Clearly therefore what is wanted is a 
permanent body dealing in season and 
out of season, year in, year out, with the 
fundamental economic causes of griev- 
ance and friction between nations. 


What more suitable body could be found 
for such work than a League of Nations? 


* 


THs brings me to the present 
discredited and powerless 
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position of the League. 


To my mind there is nothing for it but 
a wholesale revision of the Covenant 
which so far from being a death blow to 
the League, would lead to its complete 
renaissance, ; 


It must be deprived of all political and 
military power and of all obligation to in 
terfere in crucial disputes or to defend 
nations against aggression. To the presenf 
admirable work it does in social, hygienic, 
and labour questions should be added the 
close examination of the very subjects 
enumerated in the Van Zeeland Report. | 


Instead of sterile attempts to regulate 
armaments, it would deal with the ques- 
tion from the right end, that is to say, 
the grievances which make nations want 
to arm, 


I have repeated frequently that it is no 
good taking a weapon out of a man’s hand 
and giving him a less dangerous weapon: 
you must get the idea out of a man’s head 
which makes him want to use the weapon. 


The periodic revision of treaties, an 
absolute necessity, and if need be frontier 
line alterations would likewise be treated 
judicially and examined without any sug- 
gestion of force to insist on the acceptance 
of decisions. 


* 


A LEAGUE of Nations entrusted 
with such vitally important 
work would be a far more suitable inter- 
national body to discharge it than a world 
conference brought into being ad hoc and 
breaking up either in failure or in the mis« 
taken belief that it had reached final con- 
clusions. Most important of all, the fatal 
obstacle which now stands in the way of 
the League being all-inclusive, which is 
spreading a doubt even among member 
States as to the advisability of its continue 
ance, would be completely removed. 


So drastic a revision of the Covenant as 
is suggested above will, in the eyes of those 
who adhere to the continuance of the 
present potential authority accorded to the 
League, seem out of the question. But if 
the lull is to be utilized as it should be for 
plans and preparations for the extension of 
a durable peace fundamental changes are 
essential. 


* 


WE have a Prime Minister who 

has no fear of embarking on 

new methods and penetrating courageously 
to the root of the trouble. 


His reputation as a man of peace is world 
wide. A bold initiative from him to make 
peace lasting would be further acclaimed 
and his advice along the lines I have ven- 
tured to indicate would certainly be fol- 
lowed and applauded. 


"Watchman, 
What of the Night?" 


“Such a blackness fell upon the ancient 
Jews when Hadrian passed the plough over 
Mount Zion. But, turning from empty, 
apocalyptic visions, they drew in on them- 
selves and created an inner Jerusalem, 
which has solaced and safeguarded them 
ever since. 


“Such a blackness fell on the ancient 
Christians when the Huns invaded Rome, 
and the young Christian world, robbed of 
its millennial hopes, began to wonder if 
perchance this was not the vengeance of 
the discarded gods. But drawing in on them. 
selves, they learned from St. Augustine to 
create an inner ‘City of God.’ 

“ ow shall humanity meet this blackest 
crisis of all? What new ‘City of God?, 
can it build on the tragic wreckage of 2 
thousand years of civilization? Has Israeld 
no contribution to offer here but the old’ 
quarrel with Christianity? But that’ quar- 
rel shrinks into comparative concord beside 
the common peril from the resurrected gods 
of paganism, from Thor, and Odin, and 
Priapus.” 

(From Chosen Peoples, by Israel Zangwill.) 
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London Conference Urges 


Resistance to 


Attacks on Liberty 


By a“ Peace News” Reporter 


U 


450 delegates and individual visitors, 
representing forty national organi- 
zations and more than a hundred 
local bodies of various kinds. 

That the National Government has been 


characterized by a policy of taking things 
out of politics was the contention of Mr. 


Neil Lawson when he _ discussed - the 
encroachment of executive and military 
authority on democratic rights and 
control. 


He instanced the setting up of the 
Unemployment Assistance Board to take 
the relief of the unemployed out of 
politics. The Import Duties Advisory 
Board, with its power to impose taxes on 
certain goods coming into this country, 
was an example of how even the raising 
of money was being taken out of politics. 


These were infringements of the prin- 
ciple of government by democratically 
elected bodies, to whom these functions 
properly belonged. 


“Perhaps the most serious encroach- 
ment on the position of Parliament,” he 
said, “is the attempt, which I feel sure is 
going to be extended, to stifle discussion 
in Parliament. Because even if you take 
away those functions, there remains 
Parliament to redress any grievances.” 


As regards the freedom of the person, 
we had seen in the last few years a growth 
of the power of the police, as instanced 
by the use of the Official Secrets Act 
against a journalist who had used certain 
information concerning a police court 
case, and by the powers contained in the 
Incitement to Disaffection Act. 


DANGERS IN 
NATIONAL SERVICE 


Speaking on the dangers to civil free- 
dom and democratic control in national 
service, Dr. C. E. M. Joad, after outlining 
proposals already mooted, said that by 
filling up a form for national registration 
they implicitly put themselves at the 
service of the Government for any service 
that they might determine. 


Tf, however, there was to be sacrifice, let 
them see that it was equal. If there was 
to be conscription, let them see that it was 
cf wealth as well as of human beings. If 
liberties were to be curtailed, let them see 
that profits were curtailed also. If we 
were to rearm, war industries should be 
nationalized—“ so that out of this nettle, 
danger, we might pluck this flower— 
socialism !” 


“Our primary demand,” Mr. Joad added, 
“js that any national service scheme 
should be a voluntary scheme.” 

There were four fairly clearly defined 
categories of employment: 


1. Direct military employment—soldiers, sailors, 
airmen. 

2. Employment immediately ancillary to mili- 
tary employment—such as the manufacture 
of war materials. 

3. A vast range of employments essential for 


war but not only for war, being necessary 


for the carrying on of a community at all 
times. 


“Those employments which your practical 
men do not regard as necessary at any time 
—the composing of music, the painting of 
pictures, even the writing of things that may 
be displeasing to the Government.” 


It was essential, if they were not to turn 
themselves into a fascist State, that they 
should retain the liberty to offer their 
services in any of those categories and to 
see that they were not all put into category 
one or two. The fact that they happened 
to be at the moment in category three and 
were permitted by the Government to 
remain in that category should not be used 
as a reason for putting them to war work; 
and the fact that they were now in cate- 
gory four should not be regarded as a 
good reason by the Government for put- 


NITED opposition to the projected schemes of national service 
“which must inevitably involve encroachments of a most drastic 
kind upon individual freedom and democratic control,” was 
expressed by a conference in London, last weekend, attended by some 


a 


OPPOSITION TO NATIONAL SERVICE 


Dr. C. E. M. Joad 


ting them into category three or two. 

The dangers to civil freedom arising 
from air raid precautions were dealt with 
by Prof. J. D. Bernal, who suggested that 
they sprang from the danger of fascism, 
which was due to the assistance given by 
our Government to fascism abroad. 


A.R.P. AND 
DEMOCRACY 
He questioned whether they should 
oppose all service for all air raid precau- 


tions, suggesting that some were purely 
defensive and might be conducted demo- 
craticaly. And he described in some 
detail what should be done to make them 
efficient. 


An Independent Labour Party delegate 
asked what use the conference was if the 
speakers, or the platform, were not going 
to give them some lead in opposing those 
measures to restrict their liberties. 


Mrs. J. Strachan, of Bishop’s Stortford, 
pointed out that any form of preparation 
for war was inconsistent with demo- 
cracy. Democratic air raid precautions 
was a contradiction in terms. She 
pleaded with them to substitute some 
other method than war making. 


Mr. W. H. Thompson, speaking at the 
session on “The challenge to trade union 
rights and standards,” described the effects 
of the Munitions of War Act and other war 
measures. He pointed out that abuses of 
those rights and standards were also per- 
mitted simply on the ground of the 
existence of an emergency. 

The conference, which was organized by 
the National Peace Council and _ the 
National Council for Civil Liberties in 
its statement opposing national service, 
declared that it 
Emphasizes the grave peril which we are facing 


of losing liberties in the process of defending 
them ; 


Affirms the crucial importance of taking active 
steps to maintain the freedom of the individual 
in the life of the State as the only means of 
establishing a permanent defence of democracy 
against totalitarianism; and 

Believes that the strength of the nation and of 
its democratic institutions lies in the steady 
defence of social progress and in resisting 
attacks upon civil liberties, social services, 
economic standards, and trade union rights. 


“Army” Peace Pageant 
yi S 


Today (Saturday) and next Saturday 
there will be repeat performances of a Sal- 
vation Army peace pageant in Clapton 
Congress Hall, Linscott Road, London, E.5. 

Mr. George Lansbury, MP, and Captain 
Austin Hudson, MP, will preside today, and 
Vera Brittain will preside next week. 


Tickets, price 6d. and ls., are obtainable at! 
the door. 


The pageant has already been performed 
before nearly 3,000 people. 


OUR ADDRESS IS 
NOW 
3 Blackstock Road, 


London, N.4. 
To avoid delay, make 


a note of it now 


Police to 


Control 


A.R.P. 


Wardens? 
—YORKSHIRE MOVE 
r is proposed to put air raid wardens 
at Spen Valley, Yorkshire, under 
the control of the police. 


The proposal for this unusual and signifi- 
cant step follows the withdrawal of the 
resignation of Mr. G. E. Hutchinson, chief 
air raid warden, from the joint ARP com- 
mittee for Spenborough and Heckmond- 
wike. Mr. Hutchinson had resigned a few 
weeks ago because of a complaint of 
apathy. 


DUTY OF CLERGY 


A statement that “ the clergy ought not to 
accept service as air wardens,” because 
otherwise in the event of an air raid “ they 
could not give their first energies to their 
primary work of ministry to the wounded 
and dying,” was made by the Bishop of 
Derby at the Derby Diocesan Conference 
last week. He considered that no ordained 
man should 


offer his services to the State in any capacity 
which would involve conceding to the civil, 
military, or naval authority a first claim upon 
his energies and time, unless he had been de- 
liberately set free by ecclesiastical authority 
for the purpose. 


TRENCHES NOT TRUSTED 


During the recent tension the Hull City 
Council decided to have trenches built 
(with the occupier’s consent) in the garden 
of every house in the.city. 

Now, however, the people of Hull have 
come to the conclusion that trenches will be 
of little use (reports a correspondent). 
Most people who had them built have since 
had them filled in. Hull is practically at 
sea level, and water is reached after digging 
down five feet. 

ARP have been the subject of local poli- 
tical controversy, members of the Labour 
group being charged by their opponents 
with “obstruction.” A recent letter of 
criticism declared that 

the Socialist Party thought fit to place on the 

Corporation minutes a letter from the No More 

War Movement congratulating the Council 


on their refusal to cooperate with the 
Government. 


That the -,abour group has faith in ARP, 
however, was shown at a public meeting 
addressed by Professor J. B. S. Haldane. 
when the deputy chairman of the ARP com- 
mittee declared that some of the measures 
urged by Professor Haldane would very 
probably be provided in Hull. 

Meanwhile local pacifists have been busy. 
Hundreds of leaflets exposing ARP were 
distributed by members of the Peace 
Pledge Union at the meeting addressed by 
Professor Haldane, and over 1,000 leaflets 
were handed out at a large meeting in the 
City Hall. Poster parades dealing with 
ARP have also been held. 


KEEPING 
AMERICA OUT 
OF WAR 


As a Basis for 


Building Peace 


THAT America’s reaction to the recent 

threat of war was “Keep Out!” is the 
general theme running through a selection 
of extracts from articles in the American 
press reproduced in Peace Action, journal 
of the American National Council for Pre- 
vention of War. 

Now the National Council for Prevention 
of War has come forward with a pro- 
gramme for the USA, based on the recent 
crisis. 

Its first section is designed “to keep America 
out of war, the only possible starting point for 
our future international cooperation.” 

Among the action proposed under this heading 
is an amendment of the American Constitution 


requiring a popular referendum before foreign 
wars can be waged. 

The second section of the programme outlines 
steps “to remove the economic causes of war;” 
the third aims “ to remove the intolerable menace 
and waste of increasing armaments"; the fourth 
shows how “to defend democracy ” by making it 
better and showing its superiority to any other 
system, and removing the economic causes of 
fascism and communism. 

The last section of the programme aqutlines 
action that can be taken by the USA “to prdvide 
for future settlement of all our disputes by 
pacific means.” 

“Several of these measures can and 
should be enacted into law in the next 


session of Congress,” says the NCPW, 


21,522 
A Conference of 


Our Readers 


No. of Readers last week 21,522 
Down over previous week 874 
N Sunday, November 27, 1938, at 


3 p.m., a" PEACE NEWS “ Conference 
will be held at the A.O.D. Memorial 
Institute, 14 Lambs Conduit Street, London, 
W.C.1 (off Theobald's Road). 


Every reader of Peace News and every 
member of the Peace Pledge Union living 
in the London and Home Counties Region 
is invited to be present. We want to meet 
you at this conference, which will be the 
first of a series to be held throughout the 
country. In the correspondence pouring 
in we see clearly that our readers are full 
of ideas and proposals for developing and 
extending the power and circulation of 
Peace News. 

With the threat of national militarization 
hanging over us, we have to coordinate our 
activities in one big effort. We can do this 
best by consulting with each other in a way 
that will allow us to speak openly and 
frankly so that we may know each others’ 
minds. 


i 
—_ 


* 


From the mass of suggestions now com- 
ing in I shall prepare an agenda and other 
documents which may help us in our dis- 
cussion. 

Readers wishing to attend should fill in 
the form below and before the conference 
I will send them their credential with a 
copy of the agenda and documents. To 
cover the cost of the conference there will 
be a credential fee of 1s. per person. 

To those living outside the London and 
Home Counties area I would say that your 

, turn will come. We want to know you all 
and we want you all to have your say in 
this big undertaking. We want to build up 
a mighty fellowship which will feel that 
Peace News is their paper. 

In the meantime press on with the work: 
of making each Peace Pledge Union mem- 
ber a reader of “Peace News.” 


To BEN GREEN, Circulation Organizer, 


BEN GREENE 
"PEACE NEWS" CONFERENCE 
London and Home Counties Region. 
“PEACE NEWS." 3 Blackstock Road, London, N.-4. 
ducuments for which | enclose !/- postal order 


Please send me a credential, agenda and 
(cheque) for the "PEACE NEWS" Conference 
Conduit Street, London, W.C.1, on November 27, 


NAME (Block letters please) 


to be held at the A.O.D. Memorial Institute, 14 
1938, at 3 p.m. 


ADDRESS... eiscsesneerreeeeees 
am . 
spears at member of the Peace Pledge Union. 
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PEACE NEWS 


News from the Four Corners 


Sceotlana 


St. Andrews Bayswater 
GPEAKING at a meeting organized by the "THE week commencing October 17 was 
local group recently Canon Stuart an extremely busy one at the Dick 
Morris emphasized the need for a world Sheppard Centre with meetings every even- 
conference at which every civilized country ing. On Tuesday, Dr. Torrie, the Harley 
would be represented, for the purpose of Street psychotherapist, opened the series of 
creating a lasting peace throughout the talks which he is giving on the psychology 
world. of pacifism. Dr. Torrie’s next talk will be 
Speaking of the recent crisis, Canon 0n November 8. 
Morris said that had we gone to war it On Wednesday an interesting gathering 
would not have been for the sake of Czecho- met to discuss the “ Spiritual Basis of Com- 
slovakia but for our own self-interests. It munity” and many useful suggestions’ were 
would really have been a war of so-called made and difficulties brought cut by those 
democracy against so-called fascism. who have practical knowledge of the work- 
It was impossible to stop fascism by ing of community life. 
killing fascists. By attempting to ReStroy On Thursday Mr. Preston Benson, one of 
fascism in Europe by violence, we would be the most enthusiastic workers for peace in 
merely creating fascism at ee th the press world, spoke on “ Czechoslovakia 
Another problem we a ye satay ee and the situation today.” He emphasized 
demand on the part of Germany tor colo that the greatest factor in the reaching of 


. ei i fod 
ai eat ate oe le wine should never the agreement had been the pressure of pub- 
PISS he) lic opinion in England, France, and Ger- 


have been under their rule nor under ours, —~ : : : : 
but by breaking up imperialism altogether. ™2@ny- Now that the immediate fear of war 
All peoples should be given a chance of was averted it remained for us to examine 
saying. whether. they could govern them- the different policies open to us. 

selves or not, and if not to which country a 
mandate should be given. 


Our immediate job was to create a bar- 
rier in public opinion against armaments. 
Human thought was the dynamite needed 
to set alight these terrors of man’s crea- 


b tion. We must give every encouragement 

Mass Poster . to Hitler’s offer to disarm—which it should 

ra be noted was the fifth of its kind. We 

Parades in should urge that while discussion was in 
West End 


progress rearmament should be suspended. 

If this was not done at once it was likely 
NE thousand volunteers are required for 
poster parades in the West End of 


that Hitler would retract. 

On Friday the Assistant Medical Officer 
for Health of Leyton. Dr. Mary Gilchrist, 
spoke on * Malnutrition ” and brought home 

London on November 12. Sieh ea sf 
Calculation shows that 1,000 paraders at aan so ey Mi nee ie goretenne 

the correct distance apart (thirty yards) ee 4 wae ee te ie a; DOSS! qd 

would stretch for something like eighteen; 'N© eXPioltation of the working Classes an 

miles and would take about seven hours to the gross unfairness of distribution of the 

pass any one point. For this reason, a 

large number of smaller parades will be 

sent out from Golden Square. which is 


prime necessities of life. The next talk in 
this series will be on Friday, November 4, 

North of Piccadilly Circus and near the ‘ 

PPU headquarters. i el 


and the subject will be ‘“ Unemployment.” 
In addition to numerous parades in all| On November 10 a peace rally will be 
directions there will be Peace News sellers | held in the King George’s Hall, Blackburn 
and volunteers with trays of booklets at | organized jointly by the Society of Friends, 
important street corners passed by the|PPU. Women’s Peace Fellowship, and the 
parades Christian Pacifist Fellowship. 
In order to prevent congestion, it would} Speakers will be Miss Gwen Ffrangcon- 
greatly assist if volunteers would endea- | Davies, Canon Thomas Shimwell, Dr. L. du 


vour, as far as possible. to arrive at 96]Garde Peach, and C. P. Milroy. The chair. 


will be taken by Principal G. A. Sutherland. 


Regent Street as follows:— 
Admission will be free, but a collection 


Those living outside the London postal 
area between 6 pm. and 6.20 p.m. will be taken to defray expenses. 
Thos: living in the “E” and “N”j| Reserved seats (tickets 6d.) are obtain- 
postal areas between 6.30 p.m and 7 p.m.|able from Messrs. Seed & Babbutt, Preston 
Those living in the “N.W.’. “W” and|New Road, or the secretary, J. Sharples, 
“WC” postal areas between 7 pm. and /|36 Northgate. Blackburn. 
7.30 3m, 
Those living in the “S.W.” and “S.E.” Glossop 

nostal areas between 7.30 p.m. and 8 p.m. A peace shop and_.exhibition, organized 

Volunt2ers should send their names to|by the Glossop group, has just closed after 
headquarters either direct -r through their|a fortnight’s run. The Bexhill-on-Sea 
group leaders, stating whether they can |and Eccles (Manchester) groups lent some 
bring their own sandwich boards material 

Those who would prefer to sell Peace Forty-eight dolls in national costume, 
News or booklets should state this when] with a large “ peace” doll, were hired from 
sending in their names. and it wou'd be/the Droylsden branch of the League of 
helpful if these sellers could be at head-|Nations Union, and made an effective and 
quarters by about 530 pm.. when conveni- | attractive window display. 
ent. irresnective of the district from which! Many pledge cards were taken away and 
they come Volunteers with cars are|during the time the shop was open six new 
also urgently required. signatures were sent in. 

Detailed instructions to those taking part | Short talks were held on the Friday, Sat- 
and particulars of the routes te be used will] urday, and Sunday evenings of each week 
appear in Peace News next week. and they provoked much interest and dis- 

D. L. | cussion. 


The Society of Friends believes tn removing the causes of war by 
constructive action. 


REFUGEES ARE HOMELESS 
SPANISH CHILDREN STARVE 
NATIONS ARE HOSTILE 


A regular service of 
R E L I E F (for refugees from Germany, Austria and Czechoslovakia) 


CHILD-FEEDING (in Spain) 
RECONCILIATION _ (through International Centres in 


a Europe and Near and Far East) 


is carried on by the 


FRIENDS SERVICE COUNCIL 


Paul D. Sturge (General Secreta ) 
Room 31, FRIENDS HOUSE, EUSTON ROAD, LONDON, N.W.1. 


GIFTS URGENTLY NEEDED 


BUILD PEACE 


England 


Halifax 


November 5, 1933 


Wales 


Bangor 


From November 6 to 12 will be peace "PHE inaugural meeting of the University 


week in Halifax. A full programme has 
been arranged and some of the main activi- 
ties and events of the week will be a peace 


College of North Wales branch was 
held in the college on October 18. 


rally on the Monday, to be addressed by For the last two years the student mem- 
the Dean of Chichester ; on Armistice Day bers had met for discussion with the Banzor 


a meeting will be addressed by the Rev. 
Alfred Hall; and on the following day a 
Women’s meeting will be addressed by Mrs. 
Corbett Ashby. 

From Monday to Saturday a peace exhi- 
bition will be held entitled “ Toward World 
Order,” while other activities will include 
peace services, a peace shop. 

Full details are obtainable from Mr. 
Arthur Bullock, 9 Mostyn Mount, Ovenden 
Road, Halifax. 


Hammersmith 

A separate group has now been formed 
at Hammersmith. Previously members 
here worked with the Hammersmith and 
Chiswick group, but as that group has now 
grown too large, it was decided to split into 
two groups. 

Mr. Richard Powell is acting as secretary, 
and the group’s address for meetings is 3 
Grove Studios, Adie Road, London, W.6. 


London Teachers 

On October 18 Dr. White, the deputy sec- 
retary of the Heston and Isleworth Educa- 
tion Committee, spoke to the London 
Teachers’ Group of the PPU on “ Educa- 
tional Experiments and Pacifism.” 

Dr. White said that there was in the world 
an undercurrent of pacifism, but we needed 
much more than a feeling largely based 
on fear. A deep intellectual conviction of 
the urgent need for pacifism together with 
a semi-religious enthusiasm was what was 
required. 

Pacifism must have democracy and the 
development of the State at the expense 
of the individual was bound to lead to 
war. He deplored such developments in 
our own schools and the fact that it was 
much easier to get a gymnasium or physical 
training organizer than any extension of 
the social services. 

It is hoped to form a Teachers’ Group 
in Manchester and a meeting was held on 
October 22 to further this end. As suffi- 
cient teachers in various parts of the 
country get in touch with the secretary so 
will further regional groups be created. 

Teachers interested should communicate 
with R. Bernard Hadley, 41 Woodstock 
Road, Walthamstow, London, E.17. 


Reading 

This group tried to kill two birds with 
one stone with a recent leaflet they distri- 
buted to ten thousand houses in their dis- 
trict. 

The leaflet advertised a mass meeting to 
be held in the Town Hall, Reading, on 
November 7, and at the same time contained 
a peace statement. Readers were asked to 
show their agreement with the statement 
by signing it and returning it to an indi- 
cated address, 

The meeting, which is being organized 
jointly by the PPU, Fellowship of Recon- 
ciliation, and the Society of Friends will 
be addressed by Dr. Alex Wood, Miss Mary 
Gamble, and the Rev. Alan Balding. 
Francis E. Pollard will be in the chair. 


Southgate 

An excellent summary of local PPU pro- 
paganda, with particular regard to air raid 
precautions, was given by Councillor Tom 
Mason, chairman of the ARP Committee 
of Southgate Borough Council, at a debate 
in Hazelwood Lane School, Palmers Green, 
on October 27—which goes to show that 
pacifist activities are duly noted in official 
quarters. 

Both Councillor Mason and Councillor 
Victor Dover,-who respectively proposed 
and seconded a motion, “That pacifist 
opposition to ARP is unreasonable,” had 
read copies of Peace News and PPU 
leaflets. 

The motion was opposed by Mr. Roy 
Walker, and Mr. J. Slack, of the local 
branch, and it was lost by something like 
two to one—local pacifists being present in 
strength at a well-attended meeting. Coun- 
cillor A. Lauder (former Town Clerk) was 
in the chair. : 


West Bowling 

The West Bowling (Bradford) group has 
now a membership of sixteen. A pacifist 
“team” of speakers has been formed to 
visit churches, Sunday schools, and other 
organizations, so that the people of the dis- 
trict may become acquainted with the aims 


of pacifism. . eet 
Ministers of religion have been invited 


to attend group meetings to hear the PPU 
point of view, and most have replied accept- 
ing the invitations. 


city branch, but at the end of the last -7s- 
sion it was decided to separate and form a 
branch in the college. 

The chairman of the Welsh National 
Council, Mr. Richard Bishop. was the 


speaker, and the chair was taken by the 
staff-president, Mr. R. W. King. Abcut 


fifty students were present. and were { 
to have with them Mr. George Davies the 
president of the Welsh Council. who save a 
short address. 


The branch already has about fifty signa- 
tories and is fortunate in having a good 
number of the staff of the college as its 
sponsors. The next meeting will be held 
on November 29 when Lady Artemus Jones 
will be the speaker. 


Colwyn Bay 
Local members picketed the’ Odeon 
theatre recently where a film, entitled 


—Don't Move 
IF YOU HAVE not yet received 
a circular letter signed by Stuart 
Morris (the chairman) please inform 
him at headquarters, giving him your 
address and, if you have moved 
sinced signing the pledge card, your 
previous address (or addresses!}, 


There are thousands of members who 
are out of touch with headquarters 
because they have moved without 
notifying headquarters of their new 
addresses. 


— Without Telling H.Q. !— 


Territorial Cavalcade, was being shown. A 
finely produced propaganda film for the 
Territorial Army, the film was presented to 
the Territorials by Mr. Oscar Deutsch, 
managing director of the Odeon Theatres. 

Members of the PPU stood outside the 
theatre and distributed copies of Feace 
News. In addition about 2,000 leaflets were 
distributed. 


Treland 


Belfast 


AYEMBERS of this group are hoping to 
iv make a house to house distribution 
of the new leaflet which has been pub- 
ished by the PPU (reported in last week's 
Peace News) and of which a million copies 
are being printed. 

Selling of Peace News continues and all 
signatories are being canvassed. An inner 
group is being formed to study the tech- 
nique of non-violent resistance. 


WAR RESISTANCE ABROAD 


Informative group talks, arranged by the War 
Resisters’ International group of speakers, will 
be held as follows:— 


November 8, HAMPSTEAD; Stanley Cooper. 

November 16, BRIXTON & STOCKWELL; 
Kenneth Clark. 

November 23, BLACKHEATH; Mrs. Roach. 

December 5, WEMBLEY; Miss Mabel Baker. 

December 9, STREATHAM; Sydney P. 
Larcombe. 

December 16, NEW BARNET; Miss Mabel 
Baker. 


Any other groups in or near London, or in the 
Bristol area, wishing to hear about the work for 
war resistance being done abroad, should com- 
municate with Mr. Sydney P. Larcombe, 6 
Cavendish Avenue, Sevenoaks, Kent, or with 
Miss Grace M. Beaton. War Resisters’ Intere 
national, 11 Abbey Road, Enfield, Middlesex. 


WORLD CONFERENCE 
PROPOSAL 


Issue number 34 of International Affairs, 
a series of special reports distributed 
by the National Peace Council, 39 Victoria 
Street, London, S.W.1, contains information 
on the proposal for a world conference and 
includes comments by statesmen and in 
Parliament on the subject. 


The post free subscription for-these re- 
Ports is 2s. for twelve issues. A discount of 
25 percent is allowed for quantities of 
twelve and over, A," 


November 5, 1938 


It's only a rumour—No 4 
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Sir Thomas Inskip (Defence Minister) 
digging his gra little dugout in his 
little garden, pauses to think how impos- 
sible it is to defend his “defence.” ° 


Under the Oal: Tree 


Basque Children 


on Tour 


By THEO WILLS 
(on behalf of the Basque Fund) 


Our lively family at Basque House is on 
the eve of a new venture. 

The realization of the extent to which 
we are a family is a recurrent gratification. 
It comes home to one at odd moments with 
particular force—in the dining-room filled 
with clean, cheerful, and colourfully 
dressed children, enjoying the meal and 
the chatter, then all responding as a body 
to some universal joke; or at a house-meet- 
ing when, with complete freedom and com- 
radeship, the children’s representatives de- 
liberate with the staff on the problems of 
the day. 

It has not always been completely so. As 
might have been expected in a venture like 
this, we have not been without our internal 
tensions and struggles. But now, with only 
minor, natural, and healthy variations, we 
have achieved internal equilibrium and are 
in a position to turn our faces outward a 


little more. 
* * * 


If we could ever have been accused of ex- 
cessive preoccupation with our own prob- | 
lems, a step is now to be taken which will | 


remove the stigma. We are to go on tour 
for the benefit not only of ourselves but of 
all the Spanish refugee children in England. 

A troupe of eight of our picked artists is 
to give a series of entertainments in North- 
ampton and district, beginnirz on Wednes- 
day, the proceeds of which will be divided 
between this house and some of its even 
more needy brethren. If you could see the 
children rehearsing their new numbers in 
the new dresses which they have made 
themselves for the occasion it would whet 
your appetite to see these entertainments. 

The following is the proposed tour: 
November 

9 KETTERING; Central Hall. 

10 DESBOROUGH; Cooperative Hall, 

11 ROTHWELL ; 

12 RUSHDEN; Cooperative Hall. 

14 NORTHAMPTON; St. Crispins Hall. 
15 MARKET HARBOROUGH, Jubilee Hall. 
16 RUGBY; Temple Speech Room. 

17 WELLINGBOROUGH, High School. 

18 BRADFORD; Town Hall. 

Further particulars may be had from 
local secretaries. 
* * * 

We should 1:.-> to say thanks again for the 
immediate and generous response to the 
appeal for linen. We are out of danger now 
in the case of sheets and pillow-cases but 
should be grateful for further towels and 


blankets. Such gifts should be sent to 
Basque House, Langham, Colchester, 
Essex, 

* * * 


All donations Should be sent to Basque Fund, 
Peace Pledge Union, 96 Regent Street, W.1. 
They will be most gratefully received. 


PEACE NEWS 


Gruom the Editerial Chain 


’ 3 Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4. 


j AM able to give news this week of two 
Sponsors of the Peace Pledge Union 
who have been very ill. 

Dr. Donatp Soper, who has been off duty 
for some time, is making satisfactory pro- 
gress. I am told that in the course of a 
month or two he hopes to return to his 
work at Kingsway Hall. 

I understand from Mrs. Satter that Dr. 
ALFRED Satter, MP, has maintained the im- 
provement I reported last week, and is now 
making great progress. 


and all ages. We could not “label” them for 
they did not seem to fit any holiday tourist 
party we had ever heard of! 

We were filled with admiration for their 
leader who, with twinkling eyes and a smile, 
always remained completely unperturbed. In 
the midst of discussion and argument as to 
arrangements for the next day's climb he would 
put forward his proposal as regards the outing 
in such a way that it was unanimously 
declared at once to be a plan that could not 
be bettered. Again, when the members of the 
party were talking and laughing over the 
amusing incidents on the previous day's 
excursion, he would either join in the merri- 
ment or retire to a corner where. with 
marvellous concentration and perfect equani- 
mity, he steadily wrote articles and letters. 

To our joy we discovered that he was 
WiLrrsp WeELLOcK. a Sponsor of the PPU. and 
that his flock were members of the War 
Resisters’ International. 

For some years he has planned these holiday 
parties abioad on which quiet. unostentatious 
work has been done for pacifism. One never 
knows when a word here or there may bear 
fruit. A Swiss student, with whom Mr. 
WELLOCK got into conversation at one of the 
mountain huts was so interested in what he 
had to say that instead of staying that night at 
the hut. as he had intended. he accompanied 
Mr. WELLocK that very moment on the climb 
down from the mountain. 


On Tower Hill 


EANWHILE Mr. W. G. MILtaian, of the 
City of London group of the Peace 
Pledge Union. which, as I stated last week, 
is continuing the weekly lunch-hour talks 
on Tower Hill started by Dr. Soper. has told 
me of the arrangements for,the rest of this 
month. 

On Wednesday next the Speakers will be 
Nice. Spotriswoone, from PPU headquar- 
ters, and J. H. Stack. The following Wed- 
nesday (November 16) they will be Canon 
Stuart Morris, chairman of the PPU. and 
Joun Broucuton; on November 23 the 
speakers will be Mr. Mrruman and myself; 
and on November 30 K. Jones and. it is I WONDER if any other readers have come 
hoped, PRESTON BENSON. across a building in which some of the 

Last week’s meeting was a success; JONN telephones are connected to a different ex- 
BarRcLay was the speaker, and a good sale change from the remainder? 
of Peace News is reported: more sellers are Jy Featherstone Buildings, Holborn, 
still wanted. however. If you can get to which we left this week. telephones on the 
Tower Hill between 12.30 and 2 p.m. on first floor had CHANCERY numbers: on the 
Wednesdays, write to W. G. MiLtman at second floor, where our office was, the tele- 
the City group's headquarters, 13. Pater- phone exchange was HOLBORN. 
noster Row, E.C.4, and offer your services In our neweofice’te have CANNONS 


as a seller. (bury) to the left cf us, ARCHWAY to the 
ia right of us. and STAMFORD HILL in front 
On Holiday of us. Consequently there seemed hopes, 
URING the autumn and winter months when we moved. of securing a nice. easy 
most people like to draw upon their number like NOMANSLAND 0000. Actu- 
store of holiday memories. From <= corre- ally—and the point of all this is to ask vou 
spondent who signs herself “M.D.” I have to make a note of it!—it’s STAMFORD 
had a description of “perfect days last HILL 6157. 
August spent in climbing and walking in By the wav. have vou noted the new 
Switzerland” which is of interest since she address as well? You'll find it at the be- 
came across an unusual holidav party. ginning of this article. 
In the evenings, at a hotel in Maderanerthal. 
one of the most beautiful districts in Switzer- ‘ 
land (she writes), my friend and I used to Wanted to Kill” 
sit in a corner o: the library. pretending to 
read and write but really watching with the 
greatest interest a party of about twenty in 


Telephone Phenomenon 


N interesting sidelight has been thrown 
on people's reactions during the 
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another corner of the room—of every type 


crisis by the BD™ series of talks on “Every- 
man and the Crisis.” 

A farmer, for instance, said: “I felt that, 
much as I !.ated the thought. I wanted to 
kill someone, to vent my spleen on an 
enemy. whether his cause was just or 
mine.” 

A doctor's wife said to her husband: 
“Suppose, after all, it's peace?” He re- 
plied “If it's the kind of peace I think is 
likely, we'll quit. We'll take the American 
job.” The doctor's wife continued: 

I didn't ask why. but I think I know. It 
was because the kind of peace he feared 
would have knocked on the head the ideas 
he was willing to suffer for. It would be 
Kipling’s lines over again: 

If England was wot England seems, 

And not the England of our dreams. 

"Ow quick we'd chuck ‘er! 

I don't know yet if were going to chuck 
her or not. I don't know yet what sort of a 
peace it is. But I know he’s written to 
America. And I'm willing to go. $ 
There was a contrast, however, to both 

these attitudes in the talk given in the s: ne 
series on Monday of last weck, for it was by 
a pacifist, 


Lctting Them Know 


LONDON reader has sent me copies of 

postcards he has sent to Lorp Ha.irax, 
Foreign Secretary, and Mr. F. W. OciLvis, 
new Director-General of the BBC. 

That to Lorp Hatirax expresses the hope 
that he will “repudiate the method of 
war,” and * support the increasing demand 
for an immediate conference of theygyeat 
Powers preparatory to a world confer- 
ence.” The card sent to MR. OGILVIE says: 
“In the interests of the peoples of the 
world, please continue the foreign broad- 
casts.” 

Besides sending these cards off, how- 
ever, he has written out ten copies of each, 
and sent them to friends with covering 
notes asking them to do the same. He him- 
self received such postcards in the first 
place, from a friend who pointed out that 
if the “snowball” kept moving, Lorp 
Hauirax would receive half a million carcs 
in a few days. 

The idea of letting public men know 
what people are thinking is, of course, ad- 
mirable; but I think it would be even 
better for half a million cards and letters, 
each one phrased differently, to reach 
Lorp Hatirax. There is, I think, always 
the danger that a large number of com- 
munications in identical phraseology will 
be discounted as being inspired from one 
source, 

Although we know that, even if this 
were true, it is not necessarily a bad thing, 
it can be avoided if people can be per- 
suaded to compose their own letters and 
postcards. But the main thing is that 
| public opinion should make itself heard. 
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Group Notes 


PEACE 


NEWS i 


By John Barclay 


Touring The Northern Areas 
(continued) 


MY notes last week ended at the point 
- when I left Manchester for Glasgow, 
and | want te place on record here the fact 
that this journey was a misery! 

Owing to a faulty coupling I spent six 
hours being shaken to pieces and sleep was 
out of the question. All the more welcome, 
therefore, -vas the warm hospitality show- 
ered on me ly J. D. MacLean and his wife 
when I breakfasted with them at 8 o’clock. 

Here is a dynamo if you like! Tf all 
Scottish Groups would rally  rcund 
MacLean, they could put Scotland in a 
very strong position in our struggle for 
peace 

Scotland and Wales are both trying to 
establish their own independent move- 
ments so as to relieve the tremendous pres- 
sure on 96 Regent Street. Scotland has 
forty groups. and six regional committees 
are already in existence. 

Two things are needed (1) a rallying 
point, and (2) financial backing. The first 
of these is already established in Glasgow 
at 534 Sauchiehall Street, and the second 
will be obtained by the groups and in- 
dividuals straining every nerve to raise 
funds fer the Scottish office. 


* * * 


It was my good fortune to arrive in Glas- 
gow toward the end of the rectorial election 
and to hear Lord Ponsonby debate on col- 
lective security. The hall was packed and 
in spite of a very noisy element who threw 
hundreds of paper balls and added toilet 
rolis and fireworks to the mess, Ponsonby 


PEACE PLEDGE UNION 


New Signatures to the 
Peace Pledge— 


Will Group Leaders receiving 
these please check that they are 
LEGIBLE and COMPLETE 
before passing them on to 
Headquarters ? 


was given a very good hearing. 

Why is it supposed to be a sign of intelli- 
gence among students to behave like 
children? It all seemed very artificial and 
lacking in humour. Perhaps these re- 
pressed feelings are really the cause of war, 
and by giving them an outlet the pacifist is 
helping to remove the causes? It struck 
me that if boys in the East End of London 
behaved like this the students would call 
it ignorance! 

® * * 


On from Glasgow to Edinburgh in the 
evening to meet the group at their new 
headquarters at 2 Picardy Place. (The 
last time that I went to Edinburgh the 
Castle authorities fired a salute of 21 guns, 
this time they floodlit the place. May I 
take this opportunity of thanking them on 
behalf df the Peace Pledge Union!) 

Anyway, I had a very happy time with 
the group and I feel sure that now they 
have got a live centre with live people and 
determination, the work begun will go on 
in leaps and bounds. It amazes me that 
wherever I go all the work is being done by 
busy people. 

If only some of the less busy members 
would throw themselves heart and soul 
into our work we would sweep the country. 

My last day in Scotland was spent at 
Aberdeen, where I addressed a public meet- 
ing and met the group leaders and the 
committee who up till then had only been 
names. 

I am hoping that at the Scottish Confer- 
ence from November 4 to 6, this preliminary 
survey of work in Scotland will stand me 
in good stead so that I can help to cement 
the foundations of the Scottish PPU. 


The Big Parade 


We are aiming at 1,000 members to turn 
up for the parade on November 12. Have 
you sent in your name? If not, let us have 
it at once together with a dozen others. 

We can stir the imagination of thousands 
if we can get the cooperation of 1,000 
imaginative volunteers. Help us to make 
it a success, please. Names to Don Leaney 
and John Barclay at once. 


Meetings 

Peckham.—Friends’ Meeting House, Highshore 
Road, every Wednesday at 3p.m. 

Edinburgn.—Every Thursday in PPU Room. 
12 Picardy Place, at 8 p.m. Open-air meeting at 
The Mound every Sunday at 8 p.m. PPU Room 
open every evening except Saturday from 7 p.m. 
to 10 p.m. 

Birmingham.—Open-air meetings in the Bull 
Ring from 1 p.m. to 2.15 p.m. on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays. 

Romford group now holds open-air meetings 
every Tuesday at 8 p.m. in the Romford Market 
Place. 

Open-air meetings every Fri¢ézy at 815 pm 
in King’s Square, Barry. 

Hull.—Open-air mectings every Wednesday, 
8 p.m., at West Park Gates. 

Poster Parades 

Bournemouth.—Mect at Friends’ Meeting 
House, Avenue Road, at 3.15p.m. today. 

Parades from 96 Regent Street, London, W.1, 
every Saturday at 6.45 p.m. and 8.45 p.m. 

Southend.—Men are asked to send names for 
mass poster parade to John Lorg, 549 London 
Road, Westcliff. A hundred men wanted to 
show Southend the pacifist way. Further 
details later. 

Volunteers required for parades and leaflet 
distribution to churches in West End on Sunday 
evenings. Persons who can help are asked to 
write to Reuben P. Dodd, 67, Richmond Road, 
E.8, stating how, often they will be free. 

Special parades will be held from headquarters, 
96 Regent Street. W.1. on Tuesdays, commencing 
November 1, at 6.30 p.m. and 8.15 p.m. and con- 
tinuing until further notice. 

Dorking. —- Volunteers wanted for parades 
today, leaving Cooperative Hall, South Street, at 
5 p.m., 6 p.m., 7 p.m, and 8 p.m. 

London members, reserve Saturday, November 
12 for biggest poster parade ever. 


“Peace News” Sellers Wanted 

Taunton.—Volunteers each week. Apply Mrs. 
K. Bryant, Leycroft Farm, Taunton. 

Newton Abbot.—Every Friday. Also volun- 
teers for special selling at Newton Abbot, on 
November 12, at 6p.m., and at Torquay on 
November 26, at 6p.m. 

Peckham.—Volunteers wanted on Fridays and 
Saturdays. Write L. Hislam, 56, Camberwell 
Grove, London, S.E.5. 

Swansea.—Volunteers wanted on Saturdays. 
Write Miss D. Walton, 21 Longoaks Avenue, 
Uplands. 

Liverpool Street station, November 18, from 
5Sp.m. to 7p.m. Names for mass selling to 
PPU, 96 Regent Street, London, W.1. Those 
taking part should look out for Peace News car 
in Eastern end of Finsbury Circus. 

Norwich.—Volunteers wanted for Saturday 
evenings. Write Dr. Jewson, Mousehold Lane, 
Norwich. 

Kingston group plans mass selling in Surbi- 
ton and Kingston on November 5. Offers of 
help will be welcomed and should be sent to Mr. 
W.-Hammond, 6 Dawson Road, Kingston, or 
*phone Kingston 1785. 
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An Open Letter to 
Members of the Labour Party 


By WILFRED WELLOCK 


A message to members of 


The. Notice Board 


November 5, 1938 


Bexley Heath.—-At Clock Tower every Friday 
at 7 p.m Write t» Donald Port, 143 Singlewell 
Road. Gravesend. 

Bristo!.—Every Saturday between 2.30 pm. 
and 5 pm Write John Bamford, 24 Bromley 
Road. Horfield. Bri:tol. 7 

Blackheath. — Outside 
5 p.m. en Saturdays 

Harborne.—Every Friday and Saturday. Write 


Roxy Cinema from 


S. G White. 46 Wheats Avenue  tlarborne, 
Birmingham. 
Cambridge. — Write te Austin Davies, 28 


Malcoim Street. Cambridge. 

Tunbridge Wells.—Write to Maurice Cransby, 
4, Mount Ephraim. Tunbridge Wells 

Cardiff.—Meet on Fridays and saturdays at 
Peace Stall, Central Market Assistance also 
required to keep stall open on Thursdays, Fri- 
days and Saturdays. Write Miss E. M. Bush, 
15 Romilly Road, Canton, Cardiff. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Every Saturday at 3.30 
p.m. Meet at Friends’ Meeting House Pilgrim 
Street. 

Birmingham.—Further volunteers wantea tor 
street selling every Friday (4.30—830 p.m.) for 
hour or more. Write Wilfred S. Burtt. 3, Innage 
Road Northfield, Birmingham 

Soutbend.—Volunteers for Saturdays. Write 
D. Cort, 112 Hainault Avenue, Westcliff-on-Sea. 

Hull.—Write to B. A. Watson, 115 Beverley 
Road, Hull. 

Edinburgh.—Apply at 12 Picardy Place every 
Saturday from 10 a.m. 

Huddersfield.—Volunteers wanted on Saturday 
afternoons or evenings. Write Elizabeth Wilson, 
The Brown Owl, Woodfield Road, Lockwood, 
Huddersfield. 

Shefficld.—Write to Geoffrey Pickup, 2¢€ 
Stanley Road, Sheffield, 8. 

Glasgow.—Every Saturday from § p.m., outside 
Regal Write R. Speirs, 173 Thomson Street, 
Glasgow, 1. 

Miscellaneous 

Stewards are required at meeting in Plaza 
Cinema, Blackfen Road, Sidcup, at 2.30 p.m. on 
November 6. Volunteers should report to the 
chief steward at 2 p.m. (in the vestibule). 

Dundee.—Support needed for Peace and Re- 
membrance Service in Trinity Congregational 
Church at 10.50 a.m. on Armistice Day. The ser- 
vice is intended specially for pacifists and will 
be addressed by two pacifist ministers, Revs. J. 
M. Halliday and J. Burnside. 

Wanted urgently, books for Peace Library. 
Can be left at Friends’ Meeting House, Avenue 
Road, Bournemouth, any Monday from 7.30 p.m. 
to 9p.m. 

Bridgend, Glamorgan.—Members in this dis- 
trict please communicate with Mr. Glyn Howe, 
Arosfa, St. Brides Major, Bridgend, Glamorgan. 

Bournemouth.—Study course of nine weekly 
meetings on Gregg’s Power of Non-Violence. 
Open invitation to join. Held at 12 Hampshire 
Court, The Square. Bournemouth, at 8 p.m. 

About sixteen Nottingham members are spend- 
ing the weekend of November 12 at “The 
Briars,” Crich, Derbyshire. If any others would 
care to join the party they should write to 
Muriel Noble, 128 Rolleston Drive, Nottingham. 
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THE CRISIS AND AFTER 


A® I ventured to point out in an article 

(Peace News, October 22), M. Benesh 
shares a personal responsibility for the in- 
clusion of the Sudetenland in Czecho- 
slovakia against Masaryk’s advice. He also 
promised a Swiss constitution without 
foreign alliances. 


It was reasonable for the Sudeten Social 
Democrats, thus included within Czech 
frontiers, to presume that they would be 
treated as full Czech citizens. These men 
now find themselves betrayed (and Britain 
has some portion although no comparable 
measure of the responsibility) for no better 
reason than their excessive loyalty to 
Czechoslovakia and opposition to totali- 
tarianism. In many cases they are being 
betrayed to death. 


There is a duty incumbent upon all 
people of imagination and sympathy. 
Those who are able to do so by making 
representations to members or relevant 
officials should do so instantly, by telegram 
or telephone, in order to get these Social 
Democrats evacuated or their safety in 
Czechoslovakia guaranteed. Some are 
Jews who have friends in this country, but 
most of them are Germans, workers, who 
have no such co-nationals to plead their 
cause. 


Representations should be made to the 
Czech Legation and a memorandum pre- 
sented. The New York papers and Mr. 
Hearst are full of advice to Britain about 
how it should have conducted itself in the 
recent crisis and how it has soiled its 
honour by not implementing pledges never 
given. 


The present American quota law is a 
major obstacle to the evacuation of these 
honest and industrious men into a Jand that 
has space to receive them. For American 
officials at least these people come on the 
(tiny) Czech quota for which there is a long 
waiting list. 

Those who have American friends should 
write suggesting that here is something of 
practical utility which, by a small legal 
concession, America can do. 


The same comment applies to the Soviet 
Union, which has taken remarkably few 
refugees, although its policy serves to create 
them. 


Above all, Canada, which cries out for 
industrious colonists, should be urged to 
take’ special action while the American 
Congress meditates ; and to take this action 
within the next two weeks ... not to wait 
for the slow processes of international 


action, by which time men will probably 
be dead. 
GEORGE CATLIN. 
2 Cheyne Walk, Chelsea, S.W.3. 


The following cablegram was sent on 
October 26 to the chairman of the Women’s 
International League of Minneapolis : 

Implore Minnesota urge Washington 
temporarily enlarge Czech quota to 
admit proportion three thousand Sudeten 

Democrats in peril refused residence by 

Czechoslovakia. Vera Brittain, George 

Catlin. 


Is the English Christian realizing what 
the results of the Munich agreement really 
mean not only to himself but to his fellow 
Christians and others in Czechoslovakia, 
azd the probable repercussions in other 
parts of Europe? 

Read the words of some Prague Christ- 
ians written in answer to a letter of sym- 
pathy from a Christian group in England: 


Does pacifism mean we refuse to kill people 
but watch quietly when their souls are killed ? 


Will the future peace be protected by more 
armaments, more fortifications, more sacrifices, 
by increasing nationalism and social injustice ? 

The present situation asks from us not 
merely to help and repair where the damage 
was done, but to go and find the source of the 
evil and to start our work there. This is not 
the time for compromise. We all are in a 
way guilty for what is happening around us. 
The period of history in which we live is a 
very remarkable one, and it asks for remark- 
able spirits and decisions. 

How do we in England feel? What are 
we going to do about this? Giving of our 
superfluity won’t do. If we do nothing 
more, then there will be greater damage to 
our true selves than to those martyred 
Christians who can write so understand- 
ingly of the situation. , 

If we English Christians are not to suffer 
a degeneration of our spiritual health by 
this event, we must see to it that we do our 
utmost to play our part in attacking and 
overcoming the evil that is the cause of the 
present state of China, Abyssinia, Spain, 
and Central Europe. 

It is a warfare of spiritual powers, call- 
ing us to eradicate the evil within us, the 
beam in our own eye personally and as a 
nation, that selfishness and injustice may k2 
done away, and calling us humbly to corve 
and give ourselves for those who are suffer- 
ing elsewhere, in such a spirit that love 
shall conquer the evil. 

R. A. HARMAN, 


Particulars of two pacifist relief funds 
are given on page 2.—Ep. 


National Service 


PEACE NEWS (October 22) says, “The 
people’s will for peace made itself felt 

during the recent crisis. Mobilized and 
directed it can stop this threat to freedom.” 

The Peace Pledge Union can and must 
mobilize it by starting a national register 
for peace, enrolling all those who oppose 
the national register for war. Correspon- 
dence groups could be formed to specialize 
in keeping the pacifist case before news- 
paper editors and other influential people, 
and to develop this idea of correspondence 
with the people of Germany. 

Non-violence groups would train them- 
selves in the technique of non-violent re- 
sistance and demonstrate this method when 
an opportunity occurred. Propaganda 
groups would concentrate their energies on 
the distribution of literature (these will be 
especially necessary in view of the sug- 
gested formation of a Ministry of Propa- 
ganda). Other groups would train in first 
aid and, if not needed at home, might be 
sent to Spain to give practical help there. 

In this way we can give an effective 
answer to our reactionary Politicians and 
build up a real “alternative government.” 
The essential thing is that we get every- 
body who opposes national service for war 
working in some form of national service 
for peace. 


C. DOUGLAS STAINTON. 
64 Richmond Mount, Headingby, Leeds, 6. 


Your leader on the national register was 
excellent, It is the job, if it is anvbody’s, 
of the “ over-fifties ” to deal with war. It 
is the job of youth to maintain the fabric 
of the liberal world and to construct new 
institutions and broaden the bases of social 
service. Employment, income, hospitals, 
asylums, and a hundred other things need 
immediate’. thought and attention. Art, 
science, literature, music, must not be let 
go. 7 
The Peace Pledge Union is busy on the 


basic pacifist policy. Is it not possible to 
get together young men and women who 
can write and talk and think—some per- 
haps shorthand experts, some typists, 
some organizers, musicians, artists, scien- 
tists, thinkers, workers? Would they not 
be willing to help to restore to national 
thinking the lost conceptions of life, which 
have been superseded by the war men- 
tality : to recover the poise and balance 
needed for a cultural society, and forget to 
live for ever in war ferment ? 

If you think so and if fifty people send 
me their names through your paper, I will 
call them together. 


A. STEPHEN NOEL. 
42 Woodcote Road, Wanstead, E.11. 


I am a pacifist, but a patriot too, therefore I 
believe in defence and in national service. and 
particularly do I think it the duty of every 
citizen, man or woman, to serve their country 
with greater zeal in difficult and critical times 
like the present. 

I am glad to hear that we are asked to serve 
to the best of our abilities and allowed to choose 
the field of our activities. As a good patriot I 
have chosen my post and am already hard at 
work, 

The squad I joined needs recruits badly. so 
many have deserted of late partly because they 
considered the squad too small a unit to be of 
any help, and partly because they lost the quali- 
ties necessary to be able to do the work 
required. The squad I mean is the squad of 
thinkers. 

Here I should like to make two quotations: 
one is a sentence I copied from a book of Halley- 
Stuart lectures (and I forget the name of the 
author) ; the second is by Mr. H. G. Wells. The 
Halley-Stuart lecturer said : 

Man has in the last issue only one weapon 
for dealing with the innumerable problems 
which bewilder and which may destroy him, 
the weapon of thought. : 

And Mr. H. G. Wells wrote in one of his latest 
books : 

As mankind is, so it will remain until it 
pulls its mind together. 

Your country neecls you, serve and defend it, 
join the squad of thinkers. 

A. G. NASH. 


Non-Violent Resistance 


WHILE thanking Mr. W. D. Wills and 

Mr. J. C. Hall (and a private cores- 
pondent) for their painstaking efforts to 
enlighten me on the problem of what 
effective use is non-violent resistance 
against modern air attack, I feel bound to 
admit that they have left the problem 
entirely untouched. 


We are all in agreement that if a csuntry 
was totally pacifist, the problem would 
hardly be likely to arise. No country is, of 
course, entirely pacifist and as for our own, 
we pacifists are a very small minority and 
the question I put in your issue of October 
22 was intended to be “ Of what use is non- 
violent resistance by a pacifist minority 
against modern air attack?” 


Seeing that all correspondents have left 
that unanswered, I must apologise to them 
for not making myself more clear in the 
first place. 


Mr. Wills throws doubt on my conception 
of the scope of non-violent resistance and 
goes on to say that it is ridiculous to 
imagine that it can be used by a nation at 
war. If he means that it cannot be used by 
individuals forming a minority in that 
nation, then my problem is answered and 
the ARP warden who challenges us to give 
the alternative to ARP in an actual air raid 
cannot be answered, in my opinion, by 
stating that we would use non-violent re- 
sistance against the raiders. As Mr. Wills 
says, “non-violent resistance is not an 
effective air raid precaution.” 


As has been pointed out so many times in 
Peace News, modern bombing is entirely 
indiscriminate and the raiders would be 
quite oblivious of the fact that a certain 
percentage of those below were offering 
non-violent resistance. In the examples 
given by Gregg, however, the users of 
violence were aware of the non-violent re- 
sistance being put up by their minority 
opponents and this fact eventually broke 
down their violence. 


S. C. W. GILL. 


“Winsford,” 55 Pembury Avenue, Worcester 
Park, Surrey. 


In Peace News of October 22, S. C. W. Gill 
asks of what use is non-violent resistance 
against air bombardment? 


I think he ought first to ask himself the ques- 
tion for what reason would an enemy wish to 
bombard a city? Surely the answer is either 
because the enemy desires territory which we 
possess or maybe the enemy desires redress of 
a grievance he may have against us. 

Before the war began, then, there would be 
some intimation of his desires by the enemy, 
because war, after all. is an attempt to settle 
by force an argument. 

Supposing that we practised non-violent resist- 
ance, Mr. Gill’s question would not arise because 
the enemy would not go to war if he thought 
he could get what he wanted without war. 


If, for instance, the enemy desired our terri- 
tory, he would march in and then we could 
practise non-violent resistance and we should, 
no doubt, have an excellent opportunity of 
proving the efficacy of non-violent resistance. 


PHYLLIS CHAPMAN. 
151 Fishponds Road, Tooting, S.W.17. 


ANTAGONISM 


A little boy stood watching a man clean 
his car and the following conversation was 
overheard: 

Boy: What yer doin’? 

Man: Just giving it a good clean. 

There was a pause and when the boy spoke 
again there was a contemptuous note in his 
voice: You sound like a German. 

Man: Well, sonny, is there anything wrong in 
being a German? 

Boy: -Yes. they fight us. 

Man: Have you ever met a German? 

Boy: No! I don’t want to. 

Man: But they’re very nice people. 

Boy: They're not that! They'll come and bomb 
us. 


The man tried to convince the boy of the 
equality of the German and Englishman, but the 
child moved off in seeming disgust. 

We all might do well to remember such 
incidents as this and do our part to dispel 
the inherent feeling of antagonism which 
seems to be breaking out in many places. 

ERIC G. TYLDESLEY, 


12 Upper George Street, Tyldesley, 
Manchester. 


The following conversation, which took 
place during the crisis, might be of interest 
to your readers. 


Jim was talking and I asked him what he 
was talking about. He replied: 

Dorothy says that all Germans are cruel, 
and ought to be killed, but I say that there 
are good and bad men in every country and 
that not all Germans are cruel. 

If such a comment can be made by a boy 
of ten, could not that sense of fair play, so 
strong in children, be utilized more 
efficiently in the cause of peace? 


M. P, P. PEATT. 
74 Alderton Hill, Loughton, Essex. 


Second Strings 


IT seems pretty clear, judging by their re- 

action to the late crisis, that most 
Christians fall under three groups, all of 
which deplore and deprecate war. 


The first group, alas, a large one, believe 
(in the face it would seem of history and 
common sense) that enormous armaments 
are the best preventive of war, but if these 
show signs of failing, God may suitably be 
calied in as a second string to the bow. 

This group may have thronged Westmin- 
ster Abbey while peace hung in the 
balance, but now that the situation is eased 
they aver that the lesson of the crisis is 
increased armaments. 

“Blasphemous” is perhaps too strong a 
word to use toward an attitude which is not 
consciously irreverent, but the fact remains 
that God, though amazingly patient, is not 
mocked, and that no man can in the long 
run serve two masters. 

The second and more dignified group put 
their main trust in God, and pray earnestly 
to him to graft the love of peace in the 
hearts of men. They recognize that in 
moral and spiritual readjustment lies the 
hope of the world. Armaments are to 
them the second string which they dislike 
but will by no means relinquish until such 
adjustment has taken place. 

“Trust in God and keep your powder 
dry,” is of course a sound common sense 
maxim for those who believe that God has 
any use for dry powder and its modern 
equivalents in the shape of poison gas and 
incendiary bombs. 

This group is exceedingly well-inten- 
tioned, but it is so much hampered by its 
second string that it cannot get very far. 
Moral rearmament and the other s will 
not run in double harness. International 
love, purity and honesty will not flourish 
under the shadow of circling bombing 
planes. 

If the late crisis had ended differently, 
members of this group would have found 
themselves caught into their respective 
national whirlpools, and engaged (sorrow- 
fully, no doubt) in bombing one anothers 
babies. 

The third group of Christians has no 
second string to their bow. Their faith is 
in God and in His Christ, in “moral and 
spiritual rearmament,” and in nothing else. 
They renounce war and all the sinews of 
war. They are quite ready to die, either 
at the hands of their own countrymen, or 
those of other people, but they are deter- 
mined not to kill. Jesus, who overcame the 
world, has the string of their bow, and its 
arrow is pointed with love, and feathered 
with sacrifice, patience and courage. 

They are the smallest group, but they 
are the strongest. Let the other two parties 
cast in their lot with these. Let them re- 
nounce their second strings, and walk on 
the water to go to Jesus, and between them 
they will still save the world. 

D. S. BATLEY. 


Mission House, Shikarpur P.O., Dist. Nadia, 
Bengal. 


PACIFISTS AND ELECTIONS 


I have been very disturbed in mind—as 
I’m sure many other pacifists are—as to 
what attitude to take up at elections. 

I have written to the candidates for our 
borough asking if they are prepared to sup- 
port the pacifist policy. From the tone of 
their manifestoes it is very unlikely. 

But to abstain from voting will serve no 
practical purpose. So to register ny pro- 
test I intend to disqualify my vote by 
writing some remark—suggestions (pithy 
and terse) for which I would welcome— 
which would indicate my feelings. 

Such a plan carried out by a large body 
of pacifists at all elections would, I think, 
show that there is a big body of public 
opinion that is quite out of sympathy with 
both the big political parties, but still alive 
to its responsibilities and desirous of ex- 
pressing its opinion. 

E. H. DESLANDES. 

60 Lansdowne Avenue, Bexleyheath, Kent. 


THE SOCIALIST PARTY 


I heartily endorse Mr. Chilver’s letter (Peace 
News, October 29) and thank him for it on be- 
half of many socialists. 

1 think, however, that he is scarcely fair in 
stating that the Socialist Party of Great Britain 
(of which I was a member for five months) is 
the only party which advocates the replacement 
of an economic system based on production for 
profit by one based on production for use, nor 
the only party which prescribes “the social 
ownership and democratic control of the means” 
thereof. 

I agree with Mr. Chilver that the reformist 
Labour Party does no such thing and that Soviet 
Russia practises no such thing. But that cannot 
be said of the Independent Labour Party. 


B. M. HARVEY-JAMES. 
1 Kelfield Gardens, W.10. 
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Diary of the Week 


As this is a free service, we reserve the 
right to select for publication notices sent 
in. We nevertheless desire to make it as 
complete a service as we reasonably can, 
and therefore urge organizers of events to 
send notices to arrive not later | than 
Monday. 


Include: Date, TOWN. Time, Place (hall, 
street): mature of event; speakers; 
organizers (and secretary’s address)— 
preferably in that order and style. 


November 

5 (Sat.) TIVERTON; 7.30 p.m Memorial Hall, 
James H Hudson; PPU. 
CLAPTON ; 745 p.m. Clapton Congress Hall. 
Linscott Road; Peace Pageant; presided 
over by Mr. George Lansbury, supported by 
Capt. Austin Hudson; tickets (Is. and 6d.) 
obtainable at the door; Salvation Army. 

5-6 (Sat.-Sun.) BOW; 2.30 p.m. Kingsley Hall; 
Cenference on Community: Community 
Service Committee. 


6 (Sun.) NOTTING HILL GATE; 11 am. 
Lindsey Hall, The Mall; “Twenty Years 
After”: Free Religious Movement. 
SIDCUP; 2.30 p.m. Plaza Cinema, Blackfen 
Road; Lord Arnold and Mrs. Grindley; 
PPU. 

EXMOUTH; 3 pm. Y.M.C.A. James H. 


Hudscn and Miss K. Spurrell: PPU 
BRISTOL; 6.45 p.m. Folk House, College 
Green; Conference of Pacifist Societies; “A 
Programme for a New World Conference ”; 
opener: Harold F. Bing: PPU, FoR, Methodist 
Peace Fellowship. Anglican Pacifist Fellow- 
ship. and Society of Friends. 

PECKHAM ; 7 p.m. Oliver Goldsmith School, 
Peckham Road: J. Rowntree Gillett on 


“Nar and the Christian”; PPU. 
BURNHAM-ON-SEA; 8 p.m. The Ritz; 
Laurence Housman, on “What is War 


Worth “; chairman: Dr. T. R Tregear; Burn- 
ham Peace Discussion Group 

EXETER; 8.15 p.m Oddfellows’ Hall: James 
H Hudson and Miss K. Spurrell; PPU 
WILMSLOW ; 815 p.m. Rex Theatre; James 
Avery Joyce and Dr. E. Vipont Brown; PPU. 

G-12 (Sun.-Sat.) HALIFAX Peace Week. 

7 (Mon.) BIRMINGHAM; 7.45 p.m. Priory 
Rooms: public peace meeting with speakers 
from different pacifist groups; No More War 
Movement. 

READING; 7.45 p.m. Town Hall; Dr. Alex 
Wood, Mary Gamble, Rev. Alan Balding; 


chairman: F. E. Pollard; PPU, FoR, and 
Society of Friends. 
BIRMINGHAM; 7.45 p.m. Priory Rooms; 


Wilfred Wellock, Mrs. A. E. Lennard, Canon 
F. K. Roberts, and Sydney Conbeer; No 
More War Movement. 

BIRMINGHAM; 8 p.m. Sparkhill Congrega- 
tional Church Hall; Dr. Konrad Fels, O. 
Henry and Rev. A. C. Robinson (chairman) 
PPU. 

HERNE HILL; 8 p.m. Baptist Church Hall, 
(corner Winterbrook Road); Alfred Tyrrell 
on “Some Problems”: PPU. 

(Tues.) LONDON, N.W.L; 1.20 p.m. Friends 
House, Euston Road; Lord Ponsonby on 
“ Facifistseand the Crisis"; Peace Committee 
of the Society of Friends. 
LONDON, W.1; 7.45) p.m. 
House, Thomas Street; 
Leaders’ Meeting. 
BRISTOL; 8 p.m. Eden Grove Methodist 
Church Hall; discussion: “ Which Way to 
Peace?”: Rev. W. O. Phillipson and Rev. 
D. A. Wollen; PPU. 

SYDENHAM; 8 p.m. Wesley Hall, Syden- 
ham Road: Mary Gamble and Reginald 
Sorensen ; PPU 

SWISS COTTAGE ; 8.15 p.m. Congregational 
Church Hall, Avenue Road: S. Cooper on 
“The Work of the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national”; Collection for WRI Home for 
Sudetenland child refugees. 

(Wed.) TOWER HILL; 12.30 to 2 p.m. open- 
air meeting; Nigel Spottiswoode and J. H. 
Slack; City PPU Group. 

HARROGATE; 3 p.m. Crown Hotel; Doris 
Langley Moore on “A War Resisters’ 
Alphabet ”: chairman: Dr. Kathleen Ruther- 
ford; PPU. 

GLASTONBURY; 7.45 p.m. Assembly 
Rooms; Dr. Herbert Gray, Maurice Rown- 
tree, Laurence Housman (chairman) ; 
Dramatic Performance, X = O by John 
Drinkwater: Wessex Pacifist Council. 
WESTMINSTER; 8 p.m. 194 Vauxhall 
Bridge Road; Sydney P. Larcombe on 
“The Work of the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national”; PPU. 

OXFORD: 8.15 p.m. 115 High Street; 
Edmund Harvey on “The Quaker Faith”; 
Oxford University Pacifist Association. 
(Thars.) LONDON, E.C.4; 1.10 p.m. 13 
Paternoster Row; Dr. Konrad Fels on “A 
Threatened Europe '; City PPU Group. 
LONDON, W.1; 1.10 p.m. King’s Weigh 
House Church. Thomas Street; Rev. G. 
Oswald Cornish, 

LANGLEY; 3 p.m. Ba‘hs Assembly Hall, 
Vicarage Road; Conference for Clergy, 
Ministers and Laymen; Rev. Henry Carter 
and Canon Roberts (Chairman); 7.30 p.m., 
Mass Meeting; Rev. Henry Carter, Mary 
Gamble and Ald. B. T. Robbins (Chairman); 
PPU. 

LONDON, E.C.4; 5.30 p.m. 13 Paternoster 
Row: Fenner Brockway; City PPU Group. 
BLACKBURN ; 7.30 p.m. King George's Hall; 
Miss Gwen Firangeon Davies, Canon Thomas 
Shimwell, Dr. L. Du Garde Peach, C. P. 
Milroy. and others; Peace Rally. 
ABERDEEN; 8 p.m. Friends’ Meeting 
House. 93 Crown Street: G. Lawson on 
“ Review of International Situation and talk 
on the Private Manufacture of Armaments”: 
PPU. 

BOURNEMOUTH: 8 p.m. Friends’ Meeting 
House; Avenue Road; John Barclay on 
“Why I will not tight again”; chairman: 
Rev. L. L. Price; PPU. 
BRAMHALL; 8 p.m. Methodist 
Canon Denis Fletcher; PPU. 

(Fri) SPECIAL ARMISTICE DAY CELE- 
BRATIONS. li am. Regents Park, 3 p.m. 
Central Hall, Westminster; Me. George 
Lansbucv, Mrs. M. Pavitt. Ganon Stnart 
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Rearmament Brings Unemployment 


HE Daily Mail yesterday put this question 
[eoncerning growing unemployment figures} 
to leaders of industry. The answers, from 
all over the country, included this interesting 
point: that a third of the nation depends for its 
livelihood on our export trade. which is suffer- 
ing because of the rearmament programme. 
“The priority that must be given to govern- 
ment orders is forcing us to neglect our oversea 
customers,’ said a member of the Association of 
British Chambers of Commerce. 
—Daily Mail, October 14. 


Pact that Outlawed War 


ILITARY experts in Washington estimate 
that 2,500,000 persons have been killed in 
warfare: and $10,000,000,000 lost since the Pact 
of Paris was signed ten years ago. Among the 
dcaths are 100,000 in the Bolivia-Paraguayan 
struggle which decided nothing, 50,000 Ethiopians 
and 5,000 Italians in the conquest of territory 
not needed, over 1,000,000 in the Spanish civil 
war and over j.000.000 in the first year of the 
Chinese-Japanese conflict. 
From this we gather that wars are costly and 
futile and soare treaties entered into insincerely. 
—The Arbitrator (New York.) 
Under the Pact of Paris (or Kellogg 
Pact) some sixty nations undertook not to 
use War as an instrument of national policy. 


‘Italian Self-Sufficiency 


| 
THE fact that Italy can now provide 

about 1,500,000 tons of coal a year from 
her own soil was announced at a meet- 
ing of the Supreme Self-Sufficiency Com- 
mission last week. Mussolini has fixed 
7,000,000 tons a vear as the figure to be 
reached by 1941. Reporting on these facts, 
The Times added: 

It is admitted, however, that even under the 
most favourable conditions Italy cannot render 
ee independent of foreign coal imports. 


which are expected to remain at the present 
level of 12,000,000 to 13,000,000 tons a year. 


So far as liquid fuels are concerned, it was 
stated that oil production in Italy “ covers 
only a small fraction of national require- 
ments,” though the home-production figures 
for petrol, paraffin oil, gas oil, and fuel oil 
went up by fifty percent during the first 
eight months of this year. 


Rearmament Abroad 


QTILL more proof of the hollowness of the 

claim that the Munich Agreement 
means “peace for our time” comes from 
the Balkans. 

The Bulgarian Parliament last week de- 
bated credits for military armaments 
amounting to 4,250,000,000 levas (about 
£10,625,000). According to The Times, 
deputies were “agreed that the interna- 
tional situation demands an acceleration of 
rearmament.” 


(continued from col. 1) 
Morris, Miss Vera Brittain, 
Naftel; further details later; 
operative Guild. and PPU 
BIRMINGHAM; 1 p.m. Bul! Ring; Armistice 
Day meeting; No More War Movement. 
BOURNEMOUTH; 7.30 p.m. Friends Meet- 
ing Youse. Avenue Road; United Armistice 
Meeting: John Barclay; PPU. 
COLCHESTER; 7.30 p.m. Culver Street 
Methodist Church; Armistice Eve  Ser- 
vice; Rev. Paul Cliddon, Miss Ruth Fry, 
Rev W. C. Jacobs; leader: Rev. L. Tizard; 
FoR. 
LONDON; 7.30 p.m. Simultaneous Armis- 
tice Meetings at the Central Hall, 
Westminster, Kingsway Hall, Kingsway. and 
Friends House, Euston Road; George Lans- 
bury. Rev. James Fraser, Mary Gamble, 
Muriel Lester, Canon Stuart Morris, Ray 
Newton, John S. Stephens and Dr, Alex 
Wood. Chairman: Canon C. E. Raven, Rev. 
Henry Carter and Prof. George B. Jeffery. 
Council of Christian Pacifist Groups. 
SWANSEA; 7.30 p.m. Wesley Mission Hall; 
W. J. Jenkins and Gwynfor Evans; PPU. 
SOUTHAMPTON; 7.30 p.m. Central Hall 
(Assembly Hall) St. Mary’s Street; Dr. 
Konrad Fels on “ Peace in Europe”; chair- 
man: Rev. F. J. Pope; FoR and PPU. 
WEYMOUTH; 7.30 p.m. Congregational 
Church, Gloucester Street; Rev. A. F. G. 
Christie and Rev. R. Lawrence Jones; Wey- 
mouth Peace Group. 
SCARBOROUGH; 7.45 p.m. Central Hall, 
Queen Street; Laurence Housman and Rev. 
William Wallace (chairman); PPU. 
ALTON; 8 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House; 
Rev. R. Le Messurier; PPU. 
WESTON-SUPER-MARE ; 8 p.m. Town Hall; 
Mrs. V. C. Burston and Harold Bing; FoR. 
(Sat.) SOUTH MOLTON ; 7.30 p.m. Assem- 
bly Rooms; Canon Stuart Morris; PPU. 
CLAPTON ; 7.45 pm. Clapton Congress Hall, 
Linscott Road: Peace Pageant presided over 
by Miss Vera Brittain; tickets 1s. and 6d.) 
obtainable at the door; Salvation Army. 
(Sun.). PLYMOUTH; 3 p.m. Assembly 
Hall. Mutley Plain; Canon Stuart Morris; 
PPU. 
NEWTON ABBOT; 8 p.m. Imperial Cinema; 
Stuart Morris and others; PPU. 


COMING SHORTLY 
November 
14 (Mon.). NUNEATON ; 7.30 p.m. Cooperative 
Hall, Abbey Street; James Hudson and Dr. 
Konrad Fels; PPU. 
CRAWLEY; 7.45 pm. Congregational 
Schoolroom ; Dr. D. A. Crow on “Imperialism 
or Peace: Which do you Choose?”; chair- 
man: Rev. K. Rawlings; PPU. 
(Wed.}. PECKHAM; 8 p.m. All-Saints, 
Sumner Road; opening meeting of new 
Group; Kenneth Lee: PPU. 


Mrs. Theo 
Women’s Co- 
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LATEST TIME FOR COPY TUESDAY MORNING 


EDUCATIONAL 


ESPERANTO. Beginners’ 5-lesson postal 
course, 1s. Exercises corrected by experts.— 
British Esperanto Association (Inc.), Dept. P.N., 
142 High Holborn, London, W.C.1. 
i 


GERMAN LESSONS or exchange conversation | 


by Viennese Pacifist. Near Bethnal Green.—Box 
128, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, London, 
N.4, 


st. 
WORTH (recognized by the Board of Educa- 
tion). A thorough education for boys and girls 
to 19 years, at moderate fees in an open-air 
atmosphere of ordered freedom and progress. 
Headmaster: H. Lyn Harris, M.A., L1.B.(Camb.). 


ane: oe 


FOR SALE 
APPLES. Choicest Ellison's Orange, 10lb 
boxes 4s. 6d., 20lb 8s. 9d. Laxton's Superb. 


10ib. 6s 6d. 20Ib. 12s. Carriage paid. Supply 
limited, early order advised.—Castelmer Fruit 
Farm, Kingston, Lewes. 
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ARMISTICE DAY 
GUIDE 


A PACIFIST celebration 

Park, London, on Armistice Day. will be 
organized jointly by the Women’s Coopera- 
tive Guild and the Peace Pledge Union. It 
will include peace music with singing; read- 
ing of the Guild Peace Pledge; and obser- 
vation of the Two Minutes Silence. 

The celebration will be followed by a 
procession from Regent's Park to Baker 
Street, where paraders will board the train 
for Central Hall, Westminster, where a 
meeting will start at 3 p.m. 

In view of the larger numbers likely to 
wish to attend, three Christian pacifist 
meetings have been arranged for Novem- 
ber 11. They are to be held at 7.30 p.m. 
in each case, not only at the Central Hall, 
Westminster, and Kingsway Hall, King:- 
way, as usual, but also at Friends House. 

Canon Charles Raven. the Rev. Henry 
Carter, and Professor George B. Jeffery 


Snconcccupesonscuccaceueroscuens 


ITO rrr iriiyititiitity 


ORDER EARLY 
T° enable us to meet the heavy demand 
for copies, will groups please order 
supplies for Armistice meetings as soon 
as possible. 
To ensure delivery of copies, orders must 
be received by the Tuesday before the 
date of issue 


Groups undertaking the sale of Peace News 
for the first time should write to us for 
specially prepared hints. 


will preside, and the speakers, some of 
whom will go to more than one hall, will 
include Mr. George Lansbury, the Rev. 
James Fraser, Miss Mary Gamble, Miss 
Muriel Lester, Canon Stuart Morris, Mr. 
Ray Newton, Dr. Alex Wood, and Mr. John 
S. Stephens. 

It is understood that tickets for Kings- 
way Hall are practically sold out, but 
those for the other two halls may be ob- 
tained from the Council of Christian 
Pacifist Groups, 16 Victoria Street, S.W.1. 

Besides a stock of 200,000 white peace 
Poppies (14d. each or 1s. 6d. per dozen) the 
Women’s Cooperative Guild has for sale 
peace handkerchiefs at 3d. each or 2s. 6d. 
per dozen. 

All orders should be sent as soon as pos- 
sible to the Women's Cooperative Guild, 17 
Prescott Street; London, E.1. 


American members of the Council of the In- 
ternational Fellowship of Reconciliation held in 
Holland this summer expressed a keen desire 
that at eleven o'clock Greenwich time (what- 
ever the local time might be) on Armistice Day, 
Christian peace workers all over the world 
should unite in prayer for peace. The 
American Fellowship of Reconciliation Con- 
ference held in New Jersey in September made 
a further appeal. 

In this connexion Mr. Gandhi was asked to 
provide a brief message. He replied: “There 
will be no peace without non-violence in the 
hearts of many. There will be no non-violence 
without prayer. And prayer is vain without 
corresponding work. 


CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL, LETCH-. | 


ILLUMINATED ADDRESSES 


ILLUMINATED ADDRESSES (framed or une 
framed), albums scrolls, testimonials, rolls of 
honour, &c., from 1 guinea to 100 guineas; advice 
readily given by our own artists. Battley Brothers, 

; Ltd. Commercial Artists and Photographers, 
Printers and Publishers, The Queensgate Press, 
Clapham Park, S.W.4. Telephone: Macaulay 3401. 
EE eS 


LECTURES 


THE FUTILITY AND SUICIDAL POLICY OF 
WAR: the above address given by Captain 
Butcher, Royal Societies Club. St. James’s St., 
anytime. anywhere (10 miles radius) without fee 
or expenses 


in Regent's | 


a 


| PERSONAL 


TRAINING FARM for Continental refugees, 
established three years, require: loan of £150 
(on security) to extend activities. Will generous- 
minded person/persons please help in whole or 
part.—Box 118. Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road. 
London, N.4. 


SITUATIONS 


Vacant 


DOMESTIC HELP, about 30, capable and able 
to enjoy life with large family. and willing to do 
anything toward easing mother's responsibility. 


Electric appliances: country near London. 
Hynard. Evnsferd Kent 
FOR AUSTRIAN REFUGEES. Wanted. a 


working secretary. either sex, with a soul for 
organizing. Ability to conduct practical lessons 
under the head of Intensive Horticulture on a 
self-subsisting farm, covering usual  food- 
product range.—Box 130. Peace News, 3 Black- 
stock Road, London, N.4. 


OPPORTUNITY for man to learn interesting 
work with old and progressive Furnishing and 
Estate Agency firm (London). Must be able to 
drive car (no canvassing). Experience of trade 
unnecessary ; character and ability more impor- 
tant. Normal salary with prospects; no invest- 
ment necessary but the retail business involves 
late evening hours (total 50 hours weekly). 
Ethical aspect—Write in first instance, age, past 


experience etc.. Box 129, Peace News, 3 Black- 


, stock Road, London, N.4. 


Wanted 


ASSISTANT MATRON or Housekeeper in 
School or Guest House. or as Companion-help in 
pacifist family.—Box 132, Peace News, 3 Black- 
stock Road, London, N.4. 


LETTERPRESS PRINTER (23), dismissed for 
pacifist views, seeks employment, Eight years’ 
experience platens and wharfdales: excellent 
references. Full Technical Certificates, London 
City and Guilds. and other good technical 
qualifications.—Reply to P.P.U. Headquarters. 


TYPEWRITING 


TYPING FOR “PEACE.” Jean’s Typing and 
Duplicating Oftice are waiting for any jobs you 
may have—large or small. Speed, etticiency, and 
low charges. Phone Bishopsgate 3309, 7, Broad 
Street Station, Liverpool Street, F.C.2. 

Se  ————— ———————— 
WHERE TO STAY 


COTSWOLDS for Autumn holidays. Sunny 
position in the “Valley of Peace” Near Beech 
Woods. Attractive “food reform” fare. Log 
fires. Constant hot water. Own car.—Tarilf 
from Proprietors, A. C. and E. Rogers, “ For- 
tune’s Well,’ Sheepscombe, near Stroud. Glos. 
‘Phone: Painswick 2386. 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Vegetarian Food Re- 
form Guest House. Alt. 600ft For happy holiday 
or restful recuperation. Increased accommoda- 
tion. Central heating throughout; h. and c. water 
in all bedrooms. Central for conferences.—A. & 
K. S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, near Matlock. 
Telephone Ambergate 44. Station, Ambergate 
(L.MLS.). 
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rank R. Hancock 
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for Monmouth) 


pleads for a 
FRESH START BY 


MOVEMENT 


THE crisis gives the Labour movement 
another chance to re-shape its foreign 
policy. We have fresh data to guide us. 

The policy for which our movement has 
stood since the rise of Hitler in 1933 has 
been a barren one. Some of us think that 
it has been a wrong one, but all must admit 
that it has been futile. 


“Collective security” has never func- 
tioned. “Standing up to the aggressor” 
has not been tried. So that all these years 
of insistence on “ collective security ” have 
been unavailing. I am not blaming the 
Labour movement for the failure, but just 
recording the fact of the failure. 


Another fact that has emerged is the 
universal dread of war. It is clear that 
even where fairly adequate protection 
was assured (in Germany even more than 
in England) the outbreak of war was 
universally dreaded. No country, even 
those with the most right on their side, 
wanted to fight for its right. 


Even many within the Labour Party 
were relieved when war was averted. The 
ending of war has been a quickly growing 
conviction during recent years, even though 
the pacifist philosophy is not accepted. 


RELUCTANCE TO FIGHT 


Indeed this is not an appeal to the 
Labour movement to adopt a_ pacifist 
policy. But we ought not to bank any 
longer on any widespread willingness to 
fight for any cause whatever. Rather let 
us gladly build upon the world-wide reluc- 
tance to fight. 


The Labour movement does not belong to 
the Labour Party alone. The Labour Party 
does not belong exclusively to itself. It 
belongs to progress, and every ideal has an 
interest in it, and a claim upon it. For the 
Labour Party is the only political instru- 
ment that can create a better world in our 
generation. 

It is bound therefore, not by “Blackpool” 
nor “Edinburgh” Conference decisions, 
but is responsible to a public as wide as 
the world. We are too important to belong 
to ourselves. We belong to our age. 

In the years immediately after the war, 
we had the electoral support of many ideal- 
ists, who today are disfranchised. During 
the crisis the number of such people has 
multiplied. 

As war has become “indivisible,” and’ 
more terrible, the realization of the age- 
long desire for peace has become the 
clamorous demand of the peoples of 
Europe. Cannot our movement speak again 
for this unprecedented will to end war? 


CONFERENCE NEEDED #* 


A new conference is a necessity. All 
nations are ready for it. The “ National” 
Government, with its narrow national and 
imperial interests, and its capitalist neces- 
sity for exclusive trade and ownership of 
raw materials, cannot call and carry such 
a conference to a successful issue. 

Can we, as 4 movement, let “ collective 
security ” fade into the background, and 
eschew our recent unfortunate and un- 
natural clamour for more efficient arma- 
ments? Let us openly champion a re- 
vision of the Versailles Treaty—a re- 
written Covenant, a new League of 
Peoples—disarmament (by international 
agreement, if you will,—but disarma- 
ment!) 

It is a new understanding that is essen- 
tial, not a mere mechanical political re- 
adjustment. 

Only so shall we expose the “ peace” of 
Munich, and harness to our movement the 
enthusiasm of the millions of our people, 
to whom the end of war is now the first 
necessity. 


MINORITY VIEW ? 


Ernest Winterton, ex-MP, sent a letter to 
the Daily Herald on Monday commenting 
on an article by J. D. Beresford, the 
Pacifist writer, which that newspaper 

«had published with the note: It is a 
minority yiew he expresses, although 

» one held, as letters we received show, by 


*a@ number of others. Mr. Winterton 
| wrote: 


I wonder whether it is true today, however 


z PEACE NEWS 


Metheds of Kuropean Firms 


Caused Gold Coast 


Unrest 
THE LABOUR |FINDINGS OF COCOA COMMISSION 


West African cocoa “‘pool”—designed to regulate prices and elimi- 


Bwess agreements made by firms which were members. of *the 


“nate competition—were 


largely to blame for the boycott of 


European goods and hold up of cocoa which led to paralysis of trade 


in the Gold Coast from November 
last year until the spring. 


This is made clear in the report of the 
Commission on the Marketing of West 
Africa Cocoa, publishec last week. The 
report also criticized Mr. Ormsby-Gore 
(now Lord Harlech), who was then Colonial 
Secretary, for commending the agreements 
without first consulting the Governments 
of the Gold Coast and Nigeria. 


When the European firms trading in 
cocoa introduced the buying agreements, 
native farmers protested vigorously, fear- 
ing a monopoly. The commission reached 
the conclusion that the hold-up of cocoa 
which followed was an essentially popular 
movement and that the natives’ fear of a 
monopoly was intensified by the sudden- 
ness with which it was introduced, by a 
lack of frankness about its provisions, and 
by a fall in price. 


It was supported by various forms of 
pressure, some illegal, by African chiefs 
and others. 


POWER OF COMBINES 


The cocoa is grown by native Africans on 
tribal lines. An enormous army of small 
farmers is engaged in production and the 
size of their holdings rarely exceeds five 
acres and in most cases is less. 

Thirteen European firms ship 98 percent 
of the cocoa exported from the Gold Coast; 
one of them (the United Africa Company) 
controls half the export. 

{The United Africa Company is a subsidiary 
of Unilever’s, the soap and food combine. This 
controls throughout the world 400 concerns with 
a total capitalization of £200 millions. It is 
based essentially on three groups: The _ inter- 
national Lever Soap Combine; the international 
Dutch Margarine Combine; the British Multiple 
Retail Stores Combine. The raw materials it 
controls through the £17.13 million United 
Africa Company, the two great trading firms— 
the £10.99 million Niger Company and the £7.37 
million African and Eastern Corporation—which 
handle most of the vegetable oil output of 
South Africa and have 65 subsidiaries.] 

Nearly half the remainder is shipped by 
British cocoa manufacturers. Just over a 
year ago all the large European firms pur- 
chasing cocoa (with one exception, the 
Cooperative Wholesale Societies) entered 
into agreements for four years to control 
their buying operations. These agreements 
coincided with a sharp fall in price (the 
effect of the recession in business in the 
United States, the chief consumer). The 
joint result was to stir up the great popular 
movement of opposition. - 


The commission takes a critical view of 
the buying agreements (there was one for 
Nigeria as well as for the Gold Coast), and 
holds that the Africans’ fear that they 
spelled monopoly and the suppression of 
the sellers’ legitimate interests in competi- 
tive buying had justification. The firms of 
course, were within their legal rights in 
making the agreements, even if they did 
commit an “error of judgment” in trying 
to introduce them in haste. 


COLLECTIVE MARKETING 
The commission concludes that a satis- 


Se ee 
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true it may have been at the Brighton Confer- 
ence three years ago, that the views of Mr, J. D. 
Beresford are “a minority view”? 1 imagine 
that the “minority” was tremendously rein- 
forced on September 28 last, when the Labour 
Party found itself in the amazing position of 
being willing to consent to the deaths of millions 
of workers in Britain, France, Czechoslovakia, 
Germany, and perhaps Italy, in pursuit of the 
same kind of will-of-the-wisp as in 1914-18. 
How many of those, I wonder, who voted for 
the Brighton Conference policy, were prepared 
to accept its inevitable implications by per- 
sonally joining up with a capitalist government 
to defeat fascism by conscription and mass 
massacre? 

At Brighton, a leading trade union official said 
to me: ‘* We have done something today which 
we shall all be regretting in two years from 
now.” He was wrong in two particulars. He 
should have said three years, and not all those 
responsible have yet regretted that disastrous 
departure from Labour’s historic peace policy. 
I believe, however, the time is rapidly approach- 
ing when they will be an unmistakable 
“minority "—and a discredited one at that. 


| tactory solution of the marketing problems 
of both countries is to be found only in 
the association of producers in some form 
of organization acceptable to the agricul- 
tural community, which would undertake 
the collective marketing of the cocoa crop. 
| The basis of zssociation, i. is recommended, 
should be local marketing groups operating | 
depots in which the crop would be 
assembled for sale. 


The commission recommends that in 
the Gold Coast the Government should 
accept the principle of the organization 
of all producers on a statutory basis, and 
invite the recognized leaders of African 
‘ opinion to participate in a drafting com- 

mittee authorized to draw up an accept- 

able scheme. 


Government assistance (either a grant or 
a loan) would be needed for financing the 
scheme, the capital outlay of which is esti- 
mated at about £300,000, and the annual 
cost at £250,000. an 


For Nigeria the commission recommends 
an energetic policy of developing the 
present cooperative societies by educational 
and propaganda work as well as by 
financial assistance, and the formation of 
a Cocoa Export Agency to export cocoa on 
their behalf. 


French Imperialism 


e e 
in India 

A message has been sent to the French 
Government by the Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom, protesting 
against the suppression of the Indian 
workers’ movement by the governor of 
Pondicherry, “in spite of the promises of 
the Popular Front Government and the 
promulgation of the Labour Code.” (reports 
the Nofrontier News Service from Geneva). 

[Pondicherry is a small strip of Western India, 
south of Madras, ruled by France. It has an 
area of 115 square miles and a population of 
175,000.) 

The Women’s International League “de- 
plores the denial of the right of assembly; 
the recent suspension of workers’ papers; 
the arrest and imprisonment of trade 
unionists; and the provocation caused by 
bringing in military detachments from 
French Indo-China, which led to firing by 
the troops, among the injured being young 
boys and girls.” 
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Cabinet Ministers on 


British Policy :: 
Making Youth 
Air-Minded :: “National 
Service” 


T'OLLOWING are points from important 
speeches by Cabinet Ministers last 
week :— 

Lord Halifax, Foreign Secretary, in 2 broad- 
cast address to the USA: We who are, so to 
speak, on the spot and have a direct part to 
play must needs exercise restraint in speech and 
action, which is less incumbent on your people, 
widely removed as you are from the first impact 
of these events. 

We have learnt by bitter experience that, how- 
ever righteous the cause, war is likely to leave 
a legacy of greater difficulties than it can 
resolve, for the heat of conflict is fatally apt to 
blur the issues, and the evils of war drag on into 
the peace that follows, 

We are not less alive than you to the fact that 
no true peace can exist until the nations are 
agreed that law and not force shall rule the 
world. We know well enough that peace will 
not come just by waiting for it, for peace i$ 
something more than the mere absence of 
destructive war. 

For countries like yours and nine... there 
is a heavy responsibility to use all our energy 
to guide our fellow men toward a future which 
may serve us all. 

Sir Kingsley Wood, Air Minister, speaking in 
support of the Air Defence Cadet Corps move- 
ment: It will give boys between the ages of 
fourteen and eighteen the opportunity for tech- 
nical ground training and direct contact with 
aviation. The corps will also give increasing 
help to civil aviation in this country by 
familiarizing young men with all aspects of 
aviation and making them air-minded. f 

It will ensure a steady flow to the RAF, the 
Ayxiliary Air Force, and the RAF Volunteer 
Reserve. 

Sir Thomas Inskip, Minister for Coordination 
of Defence, besides declaring that the question 
of a national register was under close considera- 
tion, said: It might be that we shall have to 
make another choice on the road, and it may be 
a hard road, that leads to peace. 

There is a wealth of readiness for national 
service, and of those who had offered their ser- 
vices, some complained that they were not aware 
of the directions in which they might assist. 
I hope the public will receive some assistance 
comparatively soon, 

The people know at the present time that no 
compulsion is necessary to secure the public 
service that the country needs. 

e « a 


Mr. Lloyd George told a gathering of Free 
Church Ministers last week: “Herr Hitler... 
wanted was to get rid of a democratic and a 
free country. We handed it over wrapped in 
the Union Jack and the Tricolour to a ruthless 
dictator. If we have peace, what means all this 
redoubled effort to manufacture the weapons of 
slaughter? It is that we realize that what has 
been done, so far from assuring peace, has 
simply brought the possibility of a terrible war 
nearer to our doors.” 


“THEY DID 


NOT FIGHT” \ 


A Record of British 
Objectors to War, 
1914-1918. How they 


were Manhandled, 

Imprisoned, Starved, 

& why they objected, 

b CLARA COLE 
From Workers Publishing Soc. Ltd., 
[/- 2 Russell Street, 
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THE WAR 


War of 1914-1918. It affects directly or 
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is an episode in European history which ranks in importance only after the Great 


countries. Beginning as a conventional military revolt staged by reactionaries, it 
was used by the “ totalitarian ” states as an excuse for the invasion of the Peninsula. 
It had been chosen by international Fascism as a testing-out ground for the 
barbarous methods of totalitarian warfare. The modern Vandals and Goths are 
decimating a people unequalled for their sense of human dignity, and reducing to 
ruins towns and cities unparalleled for their charm. 
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cent declaration to settle “genuine griev- 
ances” to be carried out? 

There was a time when Labour recog- 
nized that the settlement of the German 
minorities in Czechoslovakia constituted a 
genuine grievance under the Versailles 
Treaty which has been the basis of inter- 
national law for the last twenty years. 
Arthur Henderson described the Versailles 
system as having transformed “the struggle 
for emancipation of peoples and the estab- 
lishment of the reign of law into an active 
war of conquest.” 


But even now Labour is issuing leaflets 
which speak of the Czechoslovak settle- 
ment as a “sacrifice of the vital British 
interests involved ir the sanctity of inter- 
national law.” 


Does Labour or does it not repudiate 
now the Versailles basis of international 
law? If it does why then appeal to this 
law as a justification for its opposition to 
the Munich agreements? Upon what basis 
does Labour anticipate testing the genuine- 
ness of grievances? 


LABOUR SOCIALISM & CONSCRIPTION 


ONE feature of this manifesto of the 
Labour Party should not be gver- 
looked. 


It practically identifies socialism not 
with the political, social, and economic 
emancipation of the people but with a 
more efficient form of “national strength 
and national defence.” 


Even the proposals for the national con- 
trol of the location of industry are urgent, 
not only for the relief of human suffering 
and distress in the depressed areas, but 
also to reduce our vulnerability to air 
attack. In fact human welfare and national 
military strength are now in Labour policy 
identical ideals. 


The only fundamental difference be- 
tween this socialism preached by the 
Labour Party and national socialism is 
that Labour does hesitate over the con- 
scription issue: 

We must organize our man power but we un- 
hesitatingly reject compulsion, which is equally 
unnecessary for the armed forces, for passive 
defence and for industry. 

It is, however, not without significance 
that the chief Labour Whip in the House 
of Lords has withdrawn his amendment to 
Lord Buckmaster’s resolution upon the 
latter having been re-drafted to make 
national service compulsory for home 
defence only. 


Though Labour may unhesitatingly re- 
ject conscription it does not seem to follow 
that it will unhesitatingly oppose conscrip- 
tion as an issue of first democratic 
principle. 


THE UKRAINE 


LIUNGARY accepted the proposals of 

® Czechoslovakia that Italy and Germany 
should act as arbitrators in the settlement 
of the Ruthenian and Slovak frontier dis- 
pute, with the result that she has added 
a million more subjects to her population, 
though there will be no common frontier 
with Poland. 


Ruthenia is a poor desolate stretch of 
country in the Carpathian highlands which 
in itself can have © little importance. 
Though it was part of Hungary before the 
War, its importance now lies in the fact 
that the Ruthenians are ethnologically part 
of the Ukraine. 


Already there is evidence that the 
Ukranian independence movement is show- 


(continued 
from page 1) 


ing life again in Ruthenia whereas in the 
Polish Ukraine a_ situation has arisen 
sufficiently serious for the Polish authori- 
ties to impose a strict censorship after the 
news of the death of eleven Ukrainians in 
racial riots had passed to the outer world. 


The importance of this Ukrainian 
independence movement .at this stage 
fies in the fact that such a movement 
would receive the support of Germany. 
The Ukraine has been a dream in Ger- 
man eyes even before the blockade in 
the last war made her rich and then 
undeveloped cornfields seem a wonderful 
paradise. 


There are a few German colonists in the 
Ukraine but not sufficient to make political 
incorporation with Germany possible. An 
independent Ukraine could, however, come 
within Germany’s economic orbit and 
could represent a very serious loss of unity 
and strength for Soviet Russia. 


It is at present impossible to gauge the 
strength of Ukrainian sentiment in favour 
of independence. In the Russian U‘:raine 
the movement has undoubtedly been 
suppressed with considerable vigour. The 
Polish treatment of her Ukrainian minority 
is a pretty ugly page in her history. 

But Ukrainian national sentiment is still 
alive and Germany may well use her new 
influence in Czechoslovakia to employ 
Ruthenia as a base for supporting this 
movement. It will, however, be no easy 
game to play as it will involve the hos- 
tility of every State in that part of South- 
Eastern Europe. 


It is also an open question whether Ger- 
many can be as successful in firing non- 
German minorities as she has been with 
German minorities, especially as the Ger- 
man occupation of the Ukraine before her 
establishment as an independent State is 
still a bitter memory. At present, how- 
ever, there is every indication that the 
Ukraine may play as big a part in Euro- 
pean history in the coming years as 
Czechoslovakia has played in recent 
months. 


SPAIN 


"T'HE Government now intends to ratify 

the Anglo-Italian Agreement which has 
been held up since the spring, pending a 
“settlement ” of the Spanish civil war. 
Now that 10,000 Italian troops have been 
withdrawn from Spain, it is assumed that 
the Government will take it that the con- 
dition for a Spanish “settlement” has 
been satisfied. 


A curious situation, however, may arise 
with regard to the granting of belligerent 
rights, which is a matter for decision by 
the Non-Intervention Committee. Under 
the British plan, it was laid down that 
10,000 foreigners should be withdrawn 
from the side that had the lesser number of 
foreigners and a_ proportionately larger 
withdrawal from the side with the greater 
number, 


As there are more foreigners fighting 
with Franco, the withdrawal of 10,000 
Italians from his armies is not sufficient 
for the requirement of the plan. We may, 
therefore, have the situation that the con- 
ditions are satisfactory for the purpose of 
the Anglo-Italian Agreement but not satis- 
factory for the purpose of - belligerent 
rights. 


Except for the .fact that the Anglo- 
Italian Agreement recognizes the im- 
perialist conquest of Abyssinia, this agree- 
ment, could be welcomed as a further step 
in appeasement in Europe. 
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Parliament Debates 


THE FRUITS OF MUNICH 


HE opening day of the autumn 
parliamentary discussions pro- 
vided no excitement for the 


House but much of interest for the 
country. Mr. Attlee began his attack on 
the Government in a style which had 
already been cramped by the publication 
of what the National Executive of the 
Labour Party called “a supreme national 
effort for peace.” 

Mr. Attlee, if left to himself, would always 
do better than his fire-eating colleagues. 

Yet what could the leader of the Opposition 
attempt as a lead toward appeasement? The 
official manifesto had proclaimed again, as in 
1935, that the Labour Party “ would unhesitating- 
ly provide whatever arms were necessary to 
defend our country and to fulfil our obligations.” 

Balloon barrages and anti-aircraft guns 
powerful enough for the defence of all our 
crowded centres had been specifically stipulated 
by the manifesto as essential for the country’s 
needs. Even the unemployed were expressly 
included by Labour in the demand for the organ- 
ization of 1-sources and man-power fo: defence. 

As for our obligations to provide further arms, 
the Labour Party spoke of the shattering diplo- 
matic defeats we had suffered in Asia, Europe 
and Africa apparently for want of armed readi- 
ness. Our finger must dip in every pie. 


* * * 


N armed programme, the magnitude of 
which would be dictated by such con- 
siderations, goes so utterly beyond the most 
foolish dreams of any political party in 
peace time, that Mr. Attlee w:!! be forgiven 
if he retreated into a criticism of the 


Government’s failure to “decide on priori-| 


ties.” 


It was “a sound and healthy condition of the | 


people,” which was the priority, he said, 
neglected by the Government. I might add it is 
likely to be neglected by the Labour Party, ton, 
when it seeks to secure the armed programmes 
of its manifestos. 

It is entirely legitimate for the Labour Party 
to critize Mr. Walter Elliot’s references to the 
reduction of grants for the continuance of the 
social services. But it must be remembered that 
such an arms programme as the Labour Party 
feels itself bound to visualize will cripple the 
social services. 


* * * 


O* course, the problem of “a sound and 

healthy condition of the people” 
being, as it is. the fundamental Labour and 
socialist problem, the Labour Party will 
again find its feet when it has recovered 
from its panic. 

At present its outlook is so jaundiced that Mr. 
Attlee found himself criticizing even the loan to 
Czechoslovakia on the ground that it might help 
Germany. You can’t, he said, fatten the chicken 
which the fox is going to eat. 

But at that rate, what poor chicken in Europe 
is immune from the foxes? Mr. Attlee made a 
noble response to the Prime Minister when he 
spoke of the 350 people permitted to land in 
Britain out of all the millions who now seek 


asylum. 
ME. Chamberlain scored heavily off Mr. 
Attlee, as he was bound to, when he 
submitted his Munich accomplishment as 
to a choice between an agreed solution on 
the one hand and war on the other. It 
made no difference, as the Prime Minister 
reminded the House, that much had to be 
included in the agreed solution of which 
we all disapprove. “We had to choose 
between hard alternatives” said Mr. 


Chamberlain. 

And, of course. Mr. Attlee did not dare to say, 
could not dare to say, that he would, in any 
circumstances, have chosen war. At best, he was 
only able to claim that the agreed solution had 
not been carried out. 

Even so, let every failure in that respect be 


baal * * 


By James H. Hudson 


,admitted—though the Prime Minister did not 
admit failure—it would not have made the one 
other alternative, war, an acceptable alternative. 


Probably neither Mr. Chamberlain nor Mr. 
Attlee yet fully realize the extent to which 
increasing masses of the peonle have dis- 
covered in the last critical weeks, for the first 
time, that the alternative of war is ruled out 
for all time. 
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Emanuel Shinwell in winding up for 


R. 
M the Labour Party found a new cause 
of grievance against Hitler. This was 
nothing less than the conduct by Hitler of 
“the greatest trade drive the world has 
ever seen.” 


Apparently Mr. Shinwell sees trade 


through the distorting lenses of the pro- 
tectionists. With the latter, trade always 
seemed a process by which one party im- 
posed his will on the other. 


But trade, of course, unlike war, depends on 
the natural satisfaction of the wants of those who 
continue to take part in it. 

Mr. Shinweli needs to learn, as do many other 
leading prophets of the Left, that Hitler will 
make no oil gush forth as he gets his troops 
nearer to Rumania, and no wheat sprout up 
because of his Drang on the Danube. 

Many must share in the property desired by 
Hitler—even we ourselves will get some share 
in it—before any of that conquest over wheat 
and oil is accomplished in the sort of “trade 
drive” understood ky Mr, Shinwell. 


™ * u 


G'VEN in the matter of trade with China 

after the Japanese outrages have run 
their course. Mr. Chamberlain propounded 
a doctrine which on economic grounds could 
not be refuted. 


I will admit, however, it made my 
gorge rise, to be told that British capit- 
alism, which apparently stands helpless 
while jiorty millions of Chinese are 
rendered homeless. and a million Chinese 
slain, will be quite ready for its task 
when the Japanese campaigns are con- 
cluded. 

As Mr. Chamberlain put it, the Japanese who, 
by then, will have no capital left, will see 
British capital stepping in to repair the damage 
which the Japanese have done. And British 
capital will go not in silver and gold, but in 
goods produced by British workers. 

It is rather a sickening thought that British 
workers won't get the chance to help the 
Chinese till British capital is ready for it. 


* = = 


I NOTED in the Prime Minister’s speech 

his careful references to ‘ compulsion.” 
He again ruled this out for the present and 
declined to accept a Ministry of Supply pre- 
cisely for the reason that such a ministry 
would have ‘to use compulsicn on both 
masters and men for the carrying out of 
its tasks. 

“On voluntary lines, if we find we cannot 
fulfill our requirements then ...!” That 
was the vital phrase in the Prime Minister's 
speech. 

If pacifists think it is.only the Government 
and the Prime Minister whom they have to fear 
on this issue of compulsion in war service, let 
them take stock too of some of the Govern- 
ment’s opponents. 

The Manchester Guardian, that great organ of 
Victorian Liberalism, advocate of the principles 
of Cobden and Bright, commented in its leading 
article on the statement of the.Prime Minister 
on compulsion as follows (I need add no com- 
ment of my own): . 

There are a thousand possible degrees of 

“ compulsion.” before we get to war-time con- 

trol, and most of them are compatible with 

intelligent peace-time organization. 
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